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Mareh 19 sent to Migs Speer.
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San Kuan
Tat 1
Februarv 4

Dear Grace,

We are celebratine the lunar New Year by having a holi-
dav from our daily Chinese class (The Shadicks, Shirlev, Betty
Irwin, Augusts, and I are the faithful remnants of a class which
started in the South Compound a year ago and has now dwindled to
half it orieinal size.) and the familiar holiday feeling, coupled
with the cold erey weather, makes me think that this is a good
mornine for letter writing. I wish I thought you had as warm and
comfortable a room to write in as I have. Our pleasant living
room cets all the sun there is and has a large, feroclously hot
stove in addition. In the matter to temperature we could ask no-
+hing better. Usually the number of diverse activities ecoineg on
in it bears a distinet resemblance to Barnum and Bailev's at
their biecest and best, but at the moment Dorothea's dog Tippy
and I have it all to ourselves. Since we make no attempt to heat
the enormous bedrooms of this vast and sprawling house, there are
moments when this room seems somewhat inadequate, as for Instance
when Dorothea feels like plaving Sibelius on Mr. Polly's large
sramonphone whiech oceunies one corner of the room and Shirlev's
Chinese teacher arrives for a private lesson, while Augusta has
to take amccounts with the l(our-vour) cook, and Stanlev D, rambles
in to talk to Marnie, and faithful Chi Yeh, once the euardian of
Miner Hall, feels it is time to shake down the stove. But this morn-
ine all is peace =-- warmth and cuiet within and unusual beauty
without, for the willow trees, of which there are half a dozen
between our south windows and the erey city wall, are covered with
a fairv frosting on every twig and branch. I wonder what vou
see out of vour window? And I wish we could be assured that you
had a cuarter of the space or half the warmth that we are has¥ing
in.

There is not mueh one can sav in the way of news about us and
our doings. The air is full of rumors of an impending "segrecation'
of all our fellow countrymen -in Shanghai and naturally there is
endless speculation as to whether we will follow suit here, but
many of us have grown wary of the repeated cry of 'wolf', and
from beine naturally sceptical have now become positively rumor-
pro6f. I have continued to cherish the hope of being able to help
Mother and Father celebrate their Golden Wedding the weelk before
Taster but am reluetantly coming to believe that I am not likely
to see the hills and valleys of the Berkshires before midsummer.
Tt is a very long time sinece I have heard from those parts. Any
news vou can pass on in either direction is of course more welcome
+than sun or snow, but I have never understood how vou could afford
either the time or the money to be such a generous epistolarv medium,
and moreover we hear of striect new federal laws nrohibitine anv cor-
resnondence between here and there excent throush the tortoise-
slow routes of 'the createst mother in the world', (Do vou remem-
ber the vosters of the last war?) If vou should have a chance to
tell Mrs. Finlev or Mr. Evans or Viss Van Sciver about us, would
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vou let them know that we think of them and that we are all en-.
deavoring to pass these months not unprofitably?

The general level of health in the community has bheen remark-
ably high. Augusta and Ruth were upset a bit for a time but are
flourishing now on liver injections. We are all a bit thinner than
we used to be and considerably shabbier. Aupgusta's ideas of what
the well dressed woman wears are not what they used to be, but she
continues to comb her snowy locks in the most fashionable style
even though at the other extremity of her person the soles are
flapping on her only pair of walking shoes.

(sd.) Marnie.

——
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Mapgust 25, 1943

Miss largaret B, Speer
MeSe Gripsholm
¢/o Postmaster
New York, N. Y,

Dear liss Speer:

- It is with the greatest joy that I address a letter to you
with the assurance that when you receive it wyou will be well on your
way to America. Ve have all rejolced in the spirit of the Yenching
group left in Peking and have been thrilled by their record of solid
accomplishment in spite of every handicap, But now we are happy to
know that those days are finished and that you will soon be in America
egein, You may be sure that the warmest of welcomes awaits you and
thet we are eager to be of every possible service to youy

I regret thet we cannot get money %o you directly, but we
are assured that there will be arrangements made by the State Depart-
ment, similar to those on the previous voyage of the Gripsholm,

wherely money needed for incidental expenses may be advanced to re-
petriates. Ve understand thet the Presbyterian Bouard will take care
ol your pessage expensess It is not possible to put parcels on the
Gripsholm for you, but we are assured thet the boat will ecarry
edequate supplies of food, medicines, and clothing, so we trust that
you will be camfortable.

It will be possible to send and receive air mail at cach
port of eall, that is, at Port %lizebeth end Rio de Jeneiro, os well
es Gome If, therefore, you would 1like us to have some special
articles or information mect you en route, please send an eir mail
to us from Goa or Port Elizabeth, and we will endeavor to have the
reply aweiting you at Rio,

I find it impossible to express my deep sense of thankful-
ness that this long-anticipated dey has really arrived and that you
are actually on your way home, I hope that the trip will be a pleas-
ent one and that the release from the tensions of the last months will
make it possible for you to relax and rest end recuperate., We are
eagerly awaiting your arrival,

Viith every best wish,

Cordielly yours,

Mreo W, Plumer Mills
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Ti1an|<sgiving on the Gripsholm

Swnan November 28, 1943

SMALL stay-at-home boy who continually heard

his parents at family prayers asking for “jour-

neying mercies” for older traveling members of
the family grew tired of always being left out of the
fun and put in his own prayers a request for “a jour-
ney and mercies.” In his mind the journey was the
main thing although it would be very nice to have the
mercies thrown in. Now we have had the journey
which we longed for and plenty of mercies besides, and
we are profoundly thankful for both.

We can all remember Thanksgiving Days in other
years when the American response to the President’s
proclamation was a sort of desperate Pollyanna search
for bright spots in the midst of deep gloom. We knew
that as a nation we had greater physical comfort than
any other nation in the world, but we knew too the
despair of the unemployed, the fear in many hearts
of the inevitable involvement in war. We approached
Thanksgiving Day as if it were our duty to find a
silver lining in the clouds and as if we could do it by
conscientiously flashing a small torchlight about. The
day after Thanksgiving Day our small flashlights were
turned off again and we were back in the thick fog.
We forgot that the real silver lining of a cloud is
never the reflection of even the brightest searchlight
but comes from the sun which is there all the time
although it may be hidden from our sight.

For most of us on this ship, this Thanksgiving Day
has been entirely different from those other days.
The darkness of war is still all about us, behind us,
ahead of us, nearer for some than for others, but we
have not had to search so painstakingly for bright
spots. The presence of the sun behind the clouds has
been made real to us. Every one of us has had deep
causes for thanksgiving every day of this journey.
Nothing could be more unnecessary than for any
speaker to try to point out causes of thanksgiving, or
to urge us to say thank you, like the mother telling
her four-year-old to say thank you to the stranger on
the deck for a toy. We do not need to be told we
ought to be thankful. We felt so thankful on Thanks-
giving Day that the tears rolled down more than one
pair of cheeks as we sang “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
If we should feel any more thankful we would burst.

But this thankfulness is rather an uncomfortable
business. It has raised some nagging questions. First,
what are we really thankful for and is our gratitude
something that should last or is it natural for it to be
temporary? Is it a mood that was very glowing and
satisfying when we gloated over our first wonderful
meal on the Gripsholm, but that inevitably peters out
as we have grown accustomed to the meals so that we
comment rather querulously when we come down to
lunch with our hearts set on ice cream and find that
the dessert is only fresh fruit? (Imagine saying “only
fresh fruit” in campl) There is danger that such a

By MARGARET BAILEY SPEER

Margaret Bailey Speer, daughter of Mrs. Robert E.
Speer, honorary president of the National Board, and Dr.
Robert E. Speer, is dean of the College for Women of
Yenching University, China. Since December 8, 1941 (which
was December 7 in the United States), Miss Speer, with the
other American members of the Yenching faculty, has been
interned, first on the Yenching campus, later in Peking, and
after March 1943 in the internment camp at Weihsien,
Cliina. She was one of the group repatriated last autumn,
and arrived in New York December first. She was asked to
lead the service on the last Sunday aboard the Gripsholm,
and because the things she said at that time express the
attitudes of so many of those who have been through the
same or similar experiences, we consider it a privilege to
be able to share them with the readers of the Womans Press.

brand of gratitude will vanish into thin air when we
have been at home a few weeks and find that queues
are not confined to internment camps and that even
in the Promised Land there are discomforts large and
small. :

So it is good to probe about a little in our minds
and to examine the things for which we are really
thankful. The list is tremendous. Leaving out the
journey, which is best of all, and thinking only of a
few of the mercies, we could begin with such simple
things as chocolate from the Red Cross; clean sheets
and friendly stewards who change them; good food that
we do not have to cook ourselves, and so much of it
that we have forgotten that hungry feeling we had for
so long; miraculously good weather and calm seas;
overwhelming kindness at Port Elizabeth; the toys for
the children bought by the American sailors in Rio.
We could go on indefinitely. But is the list going to
be all material things? Of course not. The fact that
we will soon be with people we love from whom we
have been separated; the fact that we are free citizens
going to a free, unoccupied, uninvaded, unbombed
country—these rank at the head of the list.

But we cannot deny that all the small, good, sat-
isfying physical comforts do bulk very large. It is
right, not wrong, to take conscious pleasure in such
things. But suppose some of these pleasant things are
taken away from us, what then? There are both men
and women on this ship who will soon be in uniform
and béfore long some will be in places far less com-
fortable than even internment camps. When the plen-
tiful food and the clean sheets and the sunny, idle
days of this journey are only a memory, what then?

We all spoke on Thursday morning of being glad
that we were celebrating Thanksgiving Day on the
Gripsholm instead of on the Teia, in the warm waters
off South America instead of in the cold and cheerless
mess halls at camp; but suppose we were on the Teia
with the Gripsholm still ahead of us, would we not still
have plenty to be thankful for? Are not the things




for which we are most thankful the things that are
real and true even when we are not lapped around
in comfort? Wherever we are, we are thankful that
we are Americans or Canadians. Wherever we are,
we are thankful that there are great nations which,
though they have faults and weaknesses, though their
records hold some things of which we are ashamed,
still fight for the great causes of freedom and justice.
Wherever we are, we are thankful that men are willing
to endure hardship and pain and peril, willing to give
their lives for their countries and for what they be-
lieve to be right. (When we put it this way, we are
saying we are thankful for manliness and heroism on
the part of our enemies as well as among our own
forces—I hope that we really mean this.) Wherever
we are, we are thankful for the essential goodness and
kindness of human beings which many of us saw
more clearly in internment camps than ever before.
Wherever we are, we are thankful that God reveals
Himself to us and brings strength and serenity to us
when we need these gifts most desperately.

So it is good to keep asking ourselves what we
are thankful for and to keep remembering that it is
not only for the physical comforts but for far more
permanent things. Yet when we think of the material
things—this journey and these mercies—there is another
question that keeps nagging at us even more per-
sistently and more disquietingly. One evening on the
Teia—one of those hungry evenings—I happened to be
standing on the deck when a man came up from below
with a treasure in his hand—a wonderful, large orange.
He came straight to a child who was standing therc—
not his own child or one related to him in any way, but
one of the children whose parents were not on board
—and put the orange in her hand. A lovely smile of
joy and surprise spread from ear to ear and she said,
“Oh thank you, thank you, but why are you giving it
to me?” We have all asked that question again and
again in these months. Why, why, have we been given
these good things when others have not?

The nursery rhyme tells us of a little boy who,
when he was given a Christmas pie, sat down in a
corner where no one else could crowd in to ask for
a share, and, when he had pulled out a fat plum, said:
“Oh, what a good boy am I!” As Christians we see
all the good things of life as evidences of the loving
care of a Heavenly Father, but we cannot take the
Little Jack Horner complacency as a Christian attitude.
It is revolting to any honest Christian to believe that
God is good to us because we are better than other
people or because He loves us more. Are we dearer to
our families, more valuable to our country, more be-
loved children of God than the friends we left behind
in Manila, in Stanley, in Pootung, in Weihsien? No,
a hundred times no. Is it because of any virtue of
ours that we are well fed when there is famine in
India, while malnutrition grows worse in China, when
children are hungry in every country in Europe? - No.
We reject any such suggestion with horror. At least
I think we are all honest enough to reject such com-
placency when applied to ourselves as individuals.
We can think of too many friends we left behind, who,
if things were arranged according to deserts, deserved
to come on this trip far more than we did. But when
the Little Jack Horner philosophy is applied not to

Courtesy Swedish American Line

THE GRIPSHOLM IN DIPLOMATIC DRESS

individuals, but to classes or countries or races, per-
haps after all we do accept it.

The people whose work makes us comfortable—
cooks working over hot stoves in crowded galleys,
miners on night shifts, ricksha coolies who have so
often pulled us in the heat or the cold—how easy it is
to persuade ourselves that in some curious way these
people do not deserve to have the same comforts, the
same consideration that we need. In camp, when we
were cooking or hauling water, we told ourselves, as
the perspiration dripped down our faces, that we
would never again be unsympathetic with those who
labored by the sweat of their brows. But 1 fear that
it will be terribly easy to slip back to the point of
taking it for granted that there is a class of people who
should do unpleasant things to keep us comfortable,
that somehow we deserve the comfort more than they
do.

And if this is an easy state of mind to drift into
in regard to classes, it is even easier and even more
terrible in its results in the case of nations. You and
I know that we are no better than friends of ours who
are deprived of the comforts we have now. But when
we think of our rich land of plenty with its tremendous
production schedule, its well-dressed, well-fed people, its
freedom, and when we compare it with other countries,
it is very easy to fall into the Little Jack Horner erroi
on a national scale and to believe that America — or
Canada—has been blessed with prosperity and her
people with freedom because somehow it is a more
virtuous country, dearer to God than other nations.
We find ourselves in a real confusion here. Our
country, as countries go, is good and great and it is
a blessed thing to be a free citizen anywhere on the
American continent. During the last few months we
have all felt this with greater strength, with greater
pride than ever before. But if for an instant we fall
into the error of thinking that our blessings are all
due to superior moral virtues, we shall be failing our
country at a point where she most needs us. A com-
placent Little Jack Horner in the nursery can be
ignored. A complacent, powerful Jack Horner among
nations is not only extremely unpopular, he is a
definite menace to world peace.

We need not push the analogy to races, but it is
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just as dangerous there as it is with classes or countries.

But we have not yet answered that nagging ques-
tion: Why have these causes for thanksgiving been
given to us? - It is a question which we must keep on
asking although we will not find the answer. They have
been given to us who have done nothing to deserve
them. *“He hath not dealt with us after our sins nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities.” We do not
know why we have been given comforts that others
lack, but we do know that such mercies put us eternally
in the debt of the loving Father who has given them
to us and eternally in the debt of every person who
has been less fortunate than we. How can we pay
these debts? That is the pressing question.

According to the old Mosaic law the debt could be
paid by a thank offering, a sacrifice given in the
Temple. It is not a bad idea to make a thank offering
in return for specific blessings. 1 imagine all of us
will want to give a speqial gift to the Red Cross in
gratitude for what it has/done for us. But something
that is done once and for all is too easy a way to repay
heavy obligations such as most of us are under. Our
consciences cannot be eased so simply.

One of my friends told me that she woke up before
daylight one morning early in this trip with the beau-
tiful words of the Prayer Book sounding over and
over again in her ears: “Give us that due sense of
all thy mercies.” What is a due sense? The rest of

the prayer provides the only possible answer. “That
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we
show forth Thy praise not only with' our lips but in
our lives by giving up ourselves to Thy service, and
by walking before Thee in holiness and righteousness
all our days.”

If we have plenty to eat when others are hungry,

then a due sense of cur mercies tells us that we are
under a debt which must be paid to the hungry, some-
time, somewhere. If our children are able to grow
up in a country where they are free from attack or
where they are not regimented in little Nazi bands
before they are in their teens, then a due sense of our
mercies tells us that we are under a debt which must
be paid sometime, somewhere, to children who are
huddling in air-raid shelters or being taught distorted
history and talse science tor the sake ot the State. It
we have escaped from desolate places where a conquer-
ing army has left hatred and bitterness behind it, then
a due sense of our mercies tells us that we are under
a debt which must be paid, a debt to show that armies
on foreign soil who resort to brutality and cruelty are
never truly conquering, but are only sowing the seeds
of their own destruction, a debt to show that hate

and fear will not work on our side any better than
they have worked for our enemies. If we have felt
Christ's love for us, then a due sense of our mercies
tells us that we are under a debt to try to show in every
action of our lives that love is the Christian way of life.

There is no easy way to do these things. The
particular path of holiness and righteousness that each
one of us must walk is one which we must find for
ourselves. It is harder to find it in wartime than in
peace. We shall probably lose it many times, but we
shall be bitterly ungrateful unless we try.

Is the arrival of this shipload of passengers going
to mean anything more to our country than joy to our
families and a few more heads and hands for useful
jobs? That is something, but not enough. Is it going
to mean an increase of sensationalism, a lot more peo-
ple urging vengeance, urging hatred, suggesting cheap
and brutal panaceas? Or is it going to mean a new
strengthening of the forces of justice, more people
trying sanely and calmly to tell and to learn the truth,
more people who realize that the collapse of our ene-
mies will not bring permanent peace if our only aim
is their destruction and if we are still complacent about
discrimination against the Negro, prejudice against the
Jew, superiority toward the Oriental, veiled jealousy
toward our allies?

A due sense of all God’s mercies requires nothing
less than a giving of our whole lives in His service.

“No gifts have we to offer
For all Thy love imparts
But that which Thou desirest,
Our humble, thankful hearts.”

Let us join in saying together the beautiful words
of the General Thanksgiving, trying to make them
true for our own lives.

“Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, thine
unworthy servants, do give Thee most humble and
hearty thanks for all Thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men; we bless Thee for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but
above all for Thine inestimable love in the redemption
of the world by our Lord, Jesus Christ; for the means
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech
Thee, give us that due sense of all Thy mercies, that
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we
show forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but in
our lives, by giving up ourselves to Thy service, and
by walking before Thee in holiness and righteousness
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,
world without end. Amen.”

Reprinted from the Womans Press, February, 1944
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Margaret Speer Gives Interview
On Life In An Internment Camp

Miss Speer, Recently Returned Passenger of The Gripsholm, Re-

ports on Experiences in Japanese Internment Center After P. H.

By A. H.

“How well you look!” was our first
involuntary comment as Miss Mar-

aret Speer, looking brown and fit,
opened the door of her mother’s
house to us for an interview about
her experiences in a Japanese in-
ternment camp.

Miss Speer laughed. “I really think
I'm a terrible disappointment,” she
said. “Everyone seemed to think I'd
arrive on crutches!”

Though no disappointment, of
course, Miss-Speer’s obvious health
did surprise us after the tales we
had read and we lost no time in en-
quiring the details of her experi-
ences.

Miss Speer, who was until her in-
ternment Dean of Women at the
Yenching University just outside of
Peking, had lived in China for eight-
een years and when the University
remained undisturbed after Japanese
occupation in 1937 she had seen no
valid reason for leaving her job and
returning to the states.

The first warning of danger came
too late. Miss Speer was seated at
her radio, one December evening
listening to the Mail Bag program
where messages from families at
home were broadcast to Americans
in the Orient. The evening was mem-
orable on two counts: first, Miss
Speer received a message via the
radio from her family here in Lake-
ville; second, the newscast brought
word of peaceful diplomatic confer-
ences in Washington between Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Japan's Ambas-
sador.

twe s United States and Japan,
all enemy aliens will please remain
indoors. . . .”

1

Close on the heels of this broad-
cast, Japanese guards came to the
door with instructions that all for-
eigners on the campus would hence-
forth be unable to leave the college
but would remain on the grounds
except when granted special passes
to the city which was five miles
away. .

These special passes were given
when need of dental, medical, or
optician aid could be shown and Miss
Speer said it was remarkable how
many teeth seemed to need atten-
tion during that period!

The Americans and British were
allowed to live on in their own
homes for eight months after Pearl
Harbor. Shut off from the outside
world, life had to be strictly simpli-
fied but there was no actual hard-
ship at this time.

At the end of eight months, the
Japanese decided that the University
was needed for purposes of war and
the internees were moved to the city
where they were billeted on Ameri-
can and British embassy property
according to their nationality. Here
they remained for another eight
months enjoying a greater freedom,
since they were allowed to go any-
where in the city. The difficulties
of obtaining food and the sky-rocket-

this time which Miss Speer men-
tioned.

When -another eight months had
passed the Americans and other al-

iens were given ten days notice and
informed that they must prepare for
a move . .. this time to a real in-
ternment catp which went by the
name of the “Civilian Assembly
Center” and was situated in an old
Missionary Compound at Weihsien

in Shantung.

DECEMBER 16, 1943

The buildings in the compound
consisted of the shell of an old hos-
pital, three school buildings, a
church and the missionaries houses.
Internees from all over North China
had been collected here making a
total of 1800 including 200 children.

There were Americans, British,
Dutch, Belgians and a few Scandi-
navians. And professions ranged
from Missionaries and nuns to teach-

ing prices were the -only hazards of -

l|ers and business men.




ROCKLEDGE
LLAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT

January 10, 1944

Mr. C. A, Fvans
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N,Y.

Dear Mr. Evans,

I want to give you the details of the loans about which we spoke in the
office the other day. Because of the difficulties and dangers of the situation
these were made personally to Miss Wagner and to me. The funds were turned over
to Dr. Galt and through him were distributed to the families of the twelve
Chinese members of the faculty who were in prison. The families of professors
received LC$300 a month for ten months and the families of those of lower ranks
received LC$200 for a similar period. The families understood that this was a
loan and would eventually be deducted from any salaries which the University
might be able to pay.

The amounts received and distributed were as follows:

From Us$ LC$ Exchange rate
- Mrs. Clementine Hu 400 2000 5
~—Mrs. C. F, Wang 1000} 5000 5
~Mrs. C. F., Wang , 11350 8775 6.5
~Mrs. C. C. Lin £200 1300 6.5
~Mrs. C.C. Lin o0 600 6

¢ ~Dr. S. T, Wang 6600

The loan from Ir. S.T.Wang need not be repaid until after the-war and he
made no request for settlement in anything but local currency. yré} Lin would
like to have the $300 owing to her put into a savings account ifi her naje so that
it will draw interest until she can claim it. Mrs. Hu, whe has died since making
us this loan, asked that the $400mbe_ggig“§9mh§rw§9§1_ngery_ﬂu;jHoo), who is,
or was, a student in Seattle. Mrs. Wang asked that the money mexpmxa owing to
her be paid to her sons, Wang Kung-pinYend Wang Kung- Y who are both students
in this country. Probably Wang Kung-pin hes already written you about this, but
if not, his younger brother,s Wang Kung-chih, can be reached in care of his sister, v
Mrs. P.M.Ku, 2 Prescott Street, Cambridge, Mass. -

w4
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N = In addition to these loans,-Miss Wagner arranged for a loan of LC$1000

¥ from.Dr., Stanley D. Wilson for~Dr. Chao Cheng-hsin,~ one of the professors who UPA

i:;g was imprisoned and whose family were in a desperate condition. I believe the ~ 1
Trustees should repay this to Dr. Wilson at an exchange rate of and charge Qﬁ

i the amount against salary due to Dr. Chao at the end of the war.
5.b.w\‘50»-; R

As Miss Cookingham has probably told you, the missionisupported members

of the faculty were paid salaries of LC$3500 for the two months of December 1941
and January 1942, since the Japanese had our names on the list and it was easier
to take the money than to refuse it. I repaid LC$200 to Miss Cookingham in Peking
and she was able to use it in settling university accounts with the Swiss
Representative. I would like now to pay the balance of LC$800 at an exchange rate
of 5 equalling $160. I also wish to pay $150 to the Women's College account in
payment for the sum of LC&750 of Women's College funds which came into my hands
through the sale of furniture. (Other funds from the sale of college furniture
were given as loans and gifts to needy members of the college staff in Peking.)




I am enclosing my check for $310 of which $150 should be credited to the Women(s
College and $160 to the University. I think this c}ears my account with the

University.

Very sincerely yours,

g e

St B, /,,/%,




Februeary 10, 1944

Mrs. Kenneth Chen
12 Holden Ctreet
Cambridge, Messuchusetts

Deer Cheo-Ying:

i recent meil hes brought a letter from Lucy Chec (Mrse Chen
Meng~-chia) saying thet her husbend is coming to Hurverd next year snd
thet she is hceping to get & scholership at Redcliffe. In case this
should be impossible however, she would like to find & positicn es a
teacher cf Chinese. Without such a position, she would find it diffi-
cult to get & passport to come to this couniry and would find it ime
possible to euppert hersclf. VWhat is the likelihood of sueh & position

for her inr the Army speciel training progrem at Hurvard? Jchn Fairbark
ie doirng something sbout her oase. Could Kenneth teke it up with Pro-
fessor Chao or would it be woll for me to write to him? You know all
Luoy's qualificutions.

I em still remembering our lovely evening with you on New
Year's duy. None of the meals I heve hud in Chinese recsteuvrents cen
compare with your savory handywork. We had a party the other night
with Grece Chro, Betty Ho, Lin Aji-chun &nd Li Heueh-hsia. Of ccurse
we talked about you and wished thet you could have been with us.

With much love,

Margeret Beiley Speer




February 10, 1944

Dr. John K. Fairbank
228 Depertment of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Fairbenk:s

I am sorry to have been delayed in sending you the two erclcsed
recommencdations for Yeng Ping snd Lucy Chec, but I was awsy from home
when your letter arrived. I em very happy to do erything I cear to help
both of these girls to come tc America, and feel psrticulerly keer that
Iuecy Cheo should have the chance te nome,

If you should wish to send their pspers to other colleges than
Redeliffe, I would be glad to send edditionsl letiere of recommendation.
In the fall of 1941 T remember writing hcth to Bryn Mewr &nd te the Uni-
versity of Michigan about Lucy Cheo and I believe both these institutions
probably have a complete set of her scademic records. They might be will-
ing to send these pepers to Radeli®fe, since it is impossible for us to
get any other copies of her record. £ recent meil hae just breught me a
letter from her saying that if it should be difficult for her to get a
scholarship, she would like to find & position as a teacher of Chinese
in this ocountry. You are probebly in a better position then anyone else
to help her to do this. Do you heve any hope of raising travel funds in
case the scholarships are granted?

Very sincerely yours,

Margeret Beiley Speer
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Back on the Gripsholm

By MARGARET B. SPEER, 1922

ITHOUT doubt every man or woman

who is or has been in service over-
seas has felt, in moments when contem-
plation was possible, a split consciousness
of living in two separate and unrelated
worlds—the worlds of .combat, of mud
and blood and noise and sudden action,
and the world of home, of familiar and
comfortable routine, of the small daily
pleasures of family life whose values are
appreciated almost in direct proportion
to our separation from them. (And, by
the way, how often do we civilian Ameri-
cans stop to think how different we are
from most belligerents in being able to
use the word “overseas™ for all first-hand
experience of military action? Canada is
in the same category with us, and Japan
for the present, but not England, not
Russia, not Europe, not China.) Those
of us who have come back from intern-
ment in China find ourselves conscious
continually not only of two separate
worlds but of four; and we cannot live
in the present one, real and dear and
pleasant as it is, without the constant
pull of ties in the other three which keep
us from accepting this one as normal or
in any way to be taken for granted.

The Journey a Transition
Between Worlds

The transition from the last world I
lived in to this one was a long, unreal
period of apparent suspense in space and
time, and then of gradual adjustment, as
we travelled for eleven weeks from the
Civilian Assembly Center in Weihsien,
Shantung, to New York. First, three days
by train in crowded third-class cars where
those who could not sleep sitting upright
on hard wooden seats found their only
chance to relax by spreading out a

Margaret B. Speer, 1922

steamer rug and going promptly to sleep
on the dirty station platforms where three

times our train was held up while the
tracks ahead were repaired after damage
from guerrilla bombings. Then a month
on board the crowded Teia Maru, a ship
that must have been pleasant enough for
its first-class passengers in the days when
it carried its normal load of four hundred
instead of our group of fifteen hundred
and three repatriates, and when its pas-
sengers could while away the lazy tropical
days with reading or writing. For read-
ing matter we had Bibles—the only books
we had been allowed to bring—but our
Bibles could be either read for their own
sakes or studied as language textbooks,
since many people had brought Chinese,
Japanese, French, or Spanish Bibles or
Greek Testaments. Our only other read-
ing matter was a selection of Japanese
propaganda pamphlets which were doubly
useful in that their pages provided most
interesting reading and their margins and

Reprint from the Bryn Mawr Alumnae Bulletin, March, 1944




Being fitted with new clothes

fly-leaves were our only writing paper.
Then came six weeks on the clean, white,
friendly Gripsholm, with letters at last
from home, and books and magazines to
correct our ignorance of all the happen-
ings of the last two years, and miraculous
supplies of butter, of fruit, of white
bread, of all the good things we had
dreamed of, to fill up the bottomless cavi-
ties in the skinny frames of old and
young. The days on the Gripsholm pro-
vided a perfect period for our transition
back to regular American life from in-
ternment camp habits of standing in
queues, of accepting what was handed
out to us by ‘“‘authorities,” of being con-
tent clothes that ragged,
patched, faded, rumpled, shapeless, but
considered wearable as long as they held
together and had no indecent holes.

with were

What Internment Means

We are now back in America with
new clothes and new jobs, but we cannot

2

Life

on the Gripsholm

put away the consciousness of that other
world of internment. It is not just a
memory for us—it is an actuality for
hundreds of our friends, thousands of
our acquaintances. Our American friends
who are still interned are waiting eagerly
for another trip of the Gripsholm but the
still larger numbers of our British, Dutch,
and Belgian friends know that although
a British exchange might take many of
the children and some of the women, most
of them will have to make the best of
For
most people it is fortunately not an un-
Conditions vary in differ-
ent centers depending on the climate, on
the economic conditions of the surround-
ing countryside, on the facilities available

internment until the end of the war.

bearable life.

to the Japanese when they first set up the
camps, on the temperament of the com-
and on the
morale of the internees themselves. In

mandant, ingenuity and
most civilian centers there is nothing that

can honestly be called deliberate bad




treatment, but there is much that is in-
convenient, unpleasant, and very different
from the comforts of home that most
internees had taken for granted all their
Very few people enjoy lack of
privacy—eight or eighteen or twenty-

lives.

eight roommates in dormitory rooms for
the “‘unattached,” or one or two children
with their parents in- a room where three
cots leave no inch for a table or a chair.
No one enjoys monotonous and scanty
food. Potatoes, cabbage, leeks,
noodles, fish, can of course be cooked in
a variety of appetizing ways, but it is
very difhcult to produce anything but
stew, and stew, and more stew, when the
only cooking facilities for a mess hall
feeding four hundred people are two
large cauldrons. No one enjoys an end-
less struggle against dirt. (Being clean
is one of the luxuries which well-to-do
people are least likely to recognize as the
greatest of all luxuries.) No one enjoys
the sense of being a prisoner—and whe
can forget that he is a prisoner wher
there is roll call every morning before
breakfast, when some one else decides
how many letters one may write and what

meat,

letters one may receive, when there are
high walls that no one goes outside of
except the daily garbage-dumpers? And
yet none of these experiences can be called
a very desperate hardship for the healthy
adult with a cheerful disposition. For
the old, the ill, the very young, and the
parents of the very young, internment life
is hard. For all, there are difhiculties,
mental and physical, which any imagina-
tive reader can guess at, but there are
also compensations: the sense of achieve-
ment that comes from helping to turn a
chaotic, unorganized conglomeration of
many nationalities, all ages, and all sects
into a coherent, orderly community; the
sense of independence that comes to a
group that does everything for itself; the
sense of work well done that surely the
Israelites knew when they turned out the

first strawless brick; the sense of keen
satisfaction that comes from living
through something new and hard and
disagreeable and very much feared be-
forehand and finding that you
“take it.”’

can

Bitterness of Life in Occupied China

But this internment world was a com-
paratively brief experience for those of
us who came back from North China on
this last trip of the Gripsholm. We were
in camp for only six months. We did
not have to face the bitter weather of
winter, like the friends whom we left
behind. We did not have the heat of
two summers in camp, like our fellow
repatriates from Hongkong. It was long
enough to be, like the experiences of one
of W. S. Gilbert’s characters, ‘‘indelibly
lined on the tablets of one’s mind when
a yesterday has faded from its page,” but
not long enough to have blotted out in
any degree the consciousness of that third
world where we had lived before we were
interned—QOccupied China, where our
Chinese friends and former colleagues are
having to make the daily choice between
starvation with a clear conscience or com-
promise in order to get a job that will
barely keep the family alive. This morn-
ing’s mail has brought a letter from one
of our Yenching alumnae in Free China.
She writes of her parents still in an occu-
pied area. Her father, a scholar, a poet,
and well-known Christian leader, has had
bitter experiences as a political prisoner
of the Japanese. He is now “‘free” but
not free to leave Occupied China. “They
are as well off as can possibly be. The
church pays a small salary for my father’s
preaching and my mother feeds chickens,
plants vegetables, and they get along
pretty well.” They are fortunate. She
writes of another friend, a distinguished
scholar and collector, who was so ill when
he was released from prison that he was
hardly expected to live. “The W-——s

3




are very badly off. They have sold all
their things and as prices are getting very
high, they, being quite a big family, can
scarcely keep body and soul together.”
The young ones, the ones without too
many family ties, have gone West, but
there are many who cannot go. Jobs
that can be taken without loss of self-
respect are rare. The more able the man,
the greater the pressure brought by the
puppets to co-operate with the military
program. Rice, white flour, even such
coarse cereals as millet and kaoliang that
used to be the diet of only the poorest
workers, are now unobtainable by ordi-
nary Chinese citizens. Instead they must
eat a cereal mixture advertised to be a
mixture of thirty or forty wholesome
cereals, but actually made up largely of
peanut shells, pressed bean residue, and
the sweepings of the grainshop floors.

Attitude of the Chinese

* I think of our proud old gardener who
insisted on pulling up the tomatoes and
cucumbers and cutting down the grape-
vines in our garden the day we had to
leave our house on the Yenching com-
pound so that there should be nothing
left for the Japanese who would soon
move in. He came to see me eight months
later in the city when he heard we were
about to be interned. His cheeks were
sunken and he told me that the cost of
the family food (one pound of cereal per
person per day, nothing more) had more
than trebled during those eight months.
But his shrewd old eyes were bright.
“I will not work for the Japanese. I
worked in the Summer Palace when I
was a boy. I have worked for you for
thirteen years. I have always worked for
good people. I will not work for the
Japanese. My wife and I are old. If we
should die soon, what does it matter?”
[ think of the Chinese head of a great
hospital. T was having tea with his wife

4

the day the Japanese army took over the
hospital. It was all done politely, but
twenty-five years of service to the ill and
poor were over, twenty-five years of
scientific experiments were stopped. Dr.
S——— was white when he came into the
room. ‘T have just come from a funeral,”
he said, and before he could cover his
face with his hands the tears began to
run down his cheeks. I think of other
friends—students, shopkeepers.
They cannot go on the streets without
seeing the slogans of ‘‘co-prosperity™ wav-
ing on white cloth banners at every in-
tersection (although white cloth is now
prohibitively expensive for clothes) while
below the banners the khaki-clad soldiers
elbow civilians into the gutters and in the
gutters often lie the bodies of those who
have found that co-prosperity is just an-
other way of spelling starvation for the
conquered.

clerks,

This is the pattern of the world of
Occupied China as we knew it i
Peking. There were foretastes of it
Japanese military pressure from 1931 to
1937. From 1937 to 1941 Japanese oc-
cupation was moderated by an unwilling-
ness to alienate entirely the good will of
England and America and by the fact
that mission schools and colleges and hos-
pitals and churches and social agencies
provided pldces where many patriotic
Chinese could work for China and for a
Christian community and not for the false
ideals of the ‘‘Co-Prosperity Sphere.”
After Pearl Harbor the last moderating
influence vanished. It became harder and
harder for even the most internationally-
minded to believe in the good faith and
the idealism of that unseen portion of
the Japanese people who, we knew, hated
the brutality and the arrogance of the
military as much as we. Some of us
knew that such a group of Japanese ex-
isted because we had had friends among
them. We tried to remember them when
we were enemy aliens in Occupied China




and we hang stubbornly on to our mem-
ory of them now.

Universities Reopening in Free China

But there is still a fourth world that is
real to us repatriates—Free China. Somc
of us have never been in what is now
Free China. But Peking was once Frec
China and now that Free China is some-
where else, we still feel we know it well.
The friends who were our next-door
neighbors and the students who sat in
our classes and the doctors and nurses
who treated us if we fell ill, have, in
almost every case where it was possible,
gone to Free China. In some cases they
have gone only fifty or a hundred or two
hundred miles into the hills to join the
guerrillas; in most cases they have trav-
elled two thousand miles or more to
Szechuan or Yunnan.

Yenching University, whose faculty I
joined nearly nineteen years ago, was
closed by the Japanese within a few hours

of the attack on Pearl Harbor. That
attack took place about three o'clock on
the morning of December 8th according
to Peking time. Before nine o'clock the
Japanese gendarmerie had taken over our
campus. On the 9th they announced
that all
Peking might go home.

students who had homes in
Oddly enough,
every one of our eleven hundred and
fifty students found a home in Peking
that night, although more than half of
them came from other provinces. Twelve
of the senior Chinese members of the
faculty were arrested and imprisoned for
President Leighton Stuart
was “detained” and is still being held
Within a few
months all the Chinese members of the

six months.
under close house arrest.

faculty had to leave their homes on the
campus and were scattered. The Western
members of the faculty closely
watched by the gendarmes. The Japanese
announced in all the Chinese newspapers
that Yenching University had been abol-

ished because it had been a center of

were

Campus of Yenching University which was closed a few hours after Pearl Harbor




Students at Yenching, many of whom have followed the University to Free China

Western imperialism. But Yenching was
not abolished; it only skipped a semester.
In September, 1942, Yenching University
reopened in Chengtu with two hundred
and fifty students at convocation and
more arriving ragged and tired and happy
every week. The teaching staff were
mostly our own graduates, younger men
and women who had had little adminis-
trative experience but who are cour-
ageously tackling the almost insuperable
problems of finance, quarters, equipment,
and supplies. The cost of living has in-
creased one hundred and sixty times (yes,
times, not per cent) and salaries for
teachers have increased only one-eighth
as much as the cost of living. Everyone
is.overworked. Tuberculosis is prevalent
and malnutrition A large
part of the women's dormitory burned
down last spring. An ordinary sheet of
paper for a freshman theme costs more
than $5. But the Japanese did not abolish
Yenching or any of the other universities
that western
provinces. They merely spurred them

is common.

have reopened in the

into new life. A letter came yesterday
from Agnes Chen (Bryn Mawr, Ph.D.).
who is taking my place as Dean of the
College for Women. She spoke of six-
teen students, both boys and girls, who
had just volunteered to join the Burma
Expeditionary Army, and of twenty-five
more who had been accepted a little
carlier as interpreters with the American
forces under General Stilwell. And then
speaking of the fear we used to feel in
the old peaceful days that Yenching life
was “‘soft,” she wrote, “We stored our
energy and strength then in order to go
through the impossible when necessary.”

So there are my four worlds. In three
of them my friends are finding it neces-
sary, more often than not, “to go through
the impossible.” In the fourth, the world
of home, most of us are still in the stage
of “storing our energy and strength.”
I hope that it is in order that we too
can “‘go through the impossible when
necessary’  as
Chinese allies and our own men and
women Overseas.

courageously as our
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March 8, 1944
Dear Mr. Corbett,

; T am never quite sure which matters are
meant for your desk and which for Mr. Evans. If this
question should be directed to him, would you be good
enough to pass it on?

A recent letter from Chengtu has asked me
to get hold of some English textbooks which we published
at Yenching but which they do not have in Chengtu and
to send at least one copy to Viest China by the quickest
route for reproduction there. I have secured one set
and am on the treil of another. The question now is,
which is preferable and more practical: to send the
material by airmail or to have it microfilmed? The
Post Office tells me everything to Chengtu must go by
airmeil, first class, and there is a limit of three
ounces. I have 800 pages of meterial, fortunately on
very light paper. I could tear the books up and send
them in separate packages, but there is also the risk
of & number of sections being lost. Nancy Cochren is
asking the advice of her uncle, Mr, Harry Clemans,
about the microfilming. I am too ignorant of the
procedure to know whether it is easier or more
difficult to make photostatic copies from the micro-
f£ilm than from the printed page. If you have hhd
any experience in these matters for any of the West
China universities, would you give me your advice?

Sincerely yours,

&\W S
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TELEGRAM -

ASSOCIATED BOARDS FOR CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN CHINA
lolheaccount of 160 PIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

["OAY
¥ (errer

= WESTERN"

SERIAL

o | NIGHT,

SPE%IAL

==+ UNION

R, B. WHIT/'E NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
PRESIDENT cHAlRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

. $

J

CHECK \

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

TIME FILED

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereaf, which are hereby agreed to

MARCH 10, 1944

_ MARGARE? SPEER

LAKEVILLE
CONNECTICUT

POLLONING CABLE JUST RECEIVED FROM FENN: “PLEASE INFORM
ESSENTIAL LINK YENCHING EISTORY MEIYIPAO BADLY NEEDS SUPPORT
URGE BOTH COME."

-

Ce A. EVANS




ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COM\PANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

T(zxfuard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a jnessage should order it rep
unrepeat.

message rate is chanied in addition.” Unless otherwise indicated on its face,
the sender of the message and th follows: %

eated, that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this, one-half the
thisis an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideration whereof it is agreed between

! . The company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the unrepeated-message
rate beyon('}é the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or dellvery, or for non—dcliveryldo{bimir message received for transmission at the repeated-
ra able in

meuoga
in cipher or obscure messages.

beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless speciaily valued; nor in any case for delays arising from unavo

terruption in the working of its lines; nor for errors

, .2. Inany event the company shall not be lable for damages for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused by
the negligence of 1ts servants or otherwise, beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount each message is deemed to be valued, unless a greater value 18 stated in writing
by tho sender thereof at the time the message s tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or agreed to be paid, and an additional charge equal to one-
tenth, of one percent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. :

3. The company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without lability, to forward this message over the lines of any other comqjmy when necessary to reach its destination.

Domestic messages and incoming cable messages will be delivered free withi

n one-half mile of the company’s office in towns of-5

00 population or less, and within one mile

of such office in other cities or towns, Beyond these iimits the company does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sender’s request, as his agent and at

his expgnse ‘endeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a reasonable price.

. No responsibility attaches to this company concerning messages until the same are accemfd at one of its transmitting offices; and ir & message Is sent to such office by one of

the company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.

~ The company will not be Ilable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not, presented in writing to the company within sixty days after the message
18 filed with the company for transmission; provided, however, that this condition shall not apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the Communi-

cations Act of 19.

G
gubject to rebuttal by competent evidence.
8. Special terms governing the tr
to all the foregoing terms. ¥
9. No employee of the company is authorized to vary the foregoing.
' 1-38

CLASSES OF SERVICE

DOMESTIC SERVICES .

TELEGRAMS
A full-rate expedited service.
DAY LETTERS
A deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates.
SERIALS
L — g —
Messages sent in sections during the same day.
NIGHT LETTERS
Accepted ui)'t'o 2 A.M. for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rates
substantially lower than the standard telegram or day letter rates.
SHIP RADIOGRAMS y
A service to ships at sea, in all pasts of the world. Plaln language or code language
may be used. i

ission of according to thelr classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such res

agreed that in any action by the company towrecover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt-and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed,

Classes in addition

THE WESTER ELEGR&RH COMPANY
INCORPORATED

R\B. WHITE, PResioenT .. =

CABLE SERVICES =
ORDINARIES N 8

The standard service, at full rates. Code mes§ages! consisting.of &lenug groups only,
at a lower rate. -y 4

th =y
Ca? -
Plain-language messages, subject to being deferred in favor of tul%u: u\web
-
\ » st
NIGHT LETTERS -4 "m
Overnight plain-language messages. .r‘ P

URGENTS

Messages taking precedenge over all other Inessagesgexcept gov

DEFERREDS e o e

THERE IS A SPECIAL LOWSRATE WESTERN UNION SERVICE FOR EVERY SOCIAL NEED

Telegrams of the categories listed at theright, to any Western Union destination in the United States

‘TELEGRAMS OF PRESCRIBED FIXED TEXT \ — -
TELEGRAMS OF SENDER’S OWN COMPOSITION (first 15 words)

GREETINGS AT
Christmas New Year Easter
Valentine’s Day Mother’s Da; Father’s Day
25¢ Jewish New Year Thanksgiving

35¢ CONGRATULATIONS ON
Anniversaries Weddings

Birthdays Commencement
Birth of a Child

HOTEL or TRANSPORTATION RESERVATIONS ( (o 0o\
TOURATE TELEGRAMS, for TRAVELERS " 35¢

MISCELLANEOUS

Bon Voyage telegrams “Pep’’ telegrams
Kiddiegrams (No 35¢ rate) “Thank You” telegrams

ASK ANY WESTERN UNION OFFICE OR AGENCY FOR FULL INFORMATION




March 10, 1944

Miss Margaret Bailey Speer
Rockledge :
Lakeville, Connectiout.

Dear Misa Speer;:

As I have been exploring the miorofilm possibilities you were
right in directing your inquiry to me. We sent three microfilms to Yen-
ching sometime ago but found it necessary to ask the State Department to
forward theg for ue. The limit of weight for the microfilms is two
ounces by air mail. In addition it is necessary to have the films cen-
sored and we cannol find any two government agencies that will agree on
who 1s empowered to do the censoring. In addition it is necessary to get
an export license. We found the diffioulties practically insuperable
unless we could get help of the State Department.

If the books are to be reporduced photographically it would be
necessary for them to have an enlarger; but as Nanking University hae
been designated by the Government to have charge of the preparation of
material for Visual Education, it is to be presumed that they have the
apparatus requireds There is at least one microfilm reader on the Cheng-
tu campus which ocould be used if the books are to be reproduced by hand-
set type. As your Yenching books were porbably not copyrighted you will
have no worries on that soore,.

Mr. Cameron, who ies in oharge of shipping for this office,
thinks that the limit for air mail is two ounces instead of three as
stated in your letter, but I have not checked on this. We have had very
few letters lost in the mails but we take the precaution of sending dupli-
cate copies. It would be possible to tear the books apart and send them
by air mail but it would be very expensive., If you wish to compare the
cost of postage with the cost of making the miorefilm, I would say that
the latter would cost about a ocent a page to produce.

\

The third possibility is to send the books by some one who is

going to China. Miss Walmsley is hoping to leave in a few days and is




Miss Margaret Bailey Speer . March 10, 1944

taking & book for Dr. Skru‘chorl'. Whether she oen also take another eix
hundred pages all the way te Chengtu is problematiocsl.

Verioue organisations, inoluding the State Department, have
been. wrestling with sueh problems for a long time, The only hepe for a
real solution is for Genmeral Stillwell te oomplete the Ledo Road.

Sinocerely yours,

Charles He. Corbett




March 21, 1944

Miss Margaret B. Speer
Rockledge
Lakeville, Commectiout

Dear Miss Speer:

The following csble just came from Y. P. Mei:
"MINIMUM NEED IN CHFTNGTU SPEFR AND SAILER ALSO BORING IF NECESSARY
SUPPORT AVAILABLE ALL OTHERS WELCOME =- MEIYIPAO."

Last week I sent you a copy of another cable along this
same line., When you are next in New York I think we should formulate
some sort of a cable in answer to these requests., Meanwhile I am
writing to Dr. Seiler. It is practically impossible for us to con=
sider sending Miss Boring out as we have not funds outside of the
budget for this purpose, and the Methodist Board is far behind om
their quota for the other Universities at Chengtu and will not take
anybody on outside of their own group at the present time. Neither
oan we go outside and solieit funds for an additional person on the
‘budget of Yenching.

With conditions in China as they are at the present time
with costs mounting daily to still higher figures, it is a serious
question whether we could consider sending an additional person support-
ed by the Board of Trustees.

Will be looking forward to seeing you soon.

Very sincerely yours,

Co .‘\. EVANS







YENCRING UNIVERSISY
150 Fifth Avenue
Hew York 11. Ne Y.
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April 20, 1944

To the Reconstructed Tenporary Field idministrative Committee

v
(Dr. Gelt, Dre. $. D. Wilson, Dr. Seiler, Miss Cookingham, end copies to Ur. Evens
and Mr. Corbett)

Dear Friends,

Bi111l Bend's letter of February 25th reised virious points concerning his finsncial
trestment by the University sbout which Hery Cookingham wrote to you on Merch 27th eske
ing your opinion and advice. Your replies agreed on some points but not on alle There-
fore I should like to tell you what action we heve tekem snd &sk your fyrther advice on
several points.

On the questions of annuity, furlough, end regularizing the loen of h;;/sorvice:
to the British Council for Cultural Pelations we are &ll unenimouely srroed and the
letter that hes slready gone from Mr, Corbett to Bill Band has therefore suid that we
are recommending to the Trustees' i'inance Committee (1) that tne University pey its
half of Mr, Band's retirement arnuity up to the time when he sterted work with the
British Councily (2) that the University should sesure the Bands of a furlough sfter
the wer, or before thet whenever & furlcugh should seem necessary and travel conditions
should permit; (%) thet the loan of Mr. Band's services to the British Council should
immedistely be approved.

Regarding compensation for loss of household goods, one member of the committee
sugrested & payment of US§500 now with the possibility of more lester, but all the rest
of the committee f'elt that no commitment should be made st this time. iany other mem-
bers of the feculty lost lerge amounte of household goods (the Wisnts end Breeces as
well es people who were on the spot) and morecver we shall not know until after the war
either how complete our losses are or what stand the churches and the Government will
toke sbout indemnities. Mr. Corbett has therefore written: "Inmsmuch as no member of
the feoulty has as yet received compensation for the loss of household poods, snd be-
cause it is impossible at the present time to be sure that they are 8ll irretrievably
lost, or that compensation may not ultimately be peid by the invading feroes, it is
recommenced that this question be left in abeysnce, with the &ssurance thet Professor
Bend will receive treatment similer to thet sccorded to other members of the fasulty.”

In regerd to trauvel expenses from Peking to Chungkings plthough there was not
unanimity on this point the majority of the committee felt that travel expenses should
be paid, The nrgument brought up against it was that this wonild set a precedent thet
would have to be followed in the case of the Chinese fseculty. It ie my understanding
thet the Uriversity hes peid travel expenses for most if not 8ll of the Chincse members
of the feculty who have gone to Chengtu. In reply to this it mipht be srgued that the
Bends sre in Chungking end ere not working for the University. But on the other hand
if they had not left for Free China when they cid they would now still be interned in
Weihsien e¢nd the University would be obligated for their sulary for & longer period
then is now the cmse; slso if they eventually teke a furlough before returning to
Peking they sre slready pert of the way home snd there is no way of telling whether
this route will prove more or less expensive thun travel for Britiehers who mey ulti-
metely be repatriated from Welhsien. At sny rate 1 hope the minority will not feel
the majority has been too unwise in reecmmending to the Trustees that the Bands' travel
to Chungking be paid.
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This brings us finally to the most important point of alls the question of paying
full selary from December 1041 to the time when Mr. Band began work with the British
Counoile The general opinion of the committee was that this should be paid and Mr,
Corbett hesg written thet we are recommending it with the understanding theat out of
this samount Mr. Band will repey to the authorities in the Northwest whatever he con-
giders fair compensetion for the maintenance und hospitality they provided. The matter
of the exchenge rate to be used in computing the salsry, however, has been left open
and sttention has been called to the B:l rate used in paying the baek selaries to the
Chengtu faculty. The whole problem seems to be very complex end I should like your
thought end judgment con several points:

l. Hhatever sotion is taken in the Bands' case on sulery snd all other related
metters will have a bearing on whut should be done later fo Lindseys. Hould ycu
therefore try to make notes now of what treatment should he recommended for the
Lindeays ss far as we can foresee future ciroumstences?

2. The Bands' cape is the first case that brings into sherp relief a comparison
between trestment of foreigners and Chinese on the two points of the period lor which
salsry should be paid and the exchange rate to bhe used. In recommending thet the Bunds'
selary should be paid for the full period between lecember 1541 and February or Merch
1944 when Mr. Band began receiving & salary from the British Council we ere in line
with what has been cone for all other foreign members of the staff and for the Chinese
who began work in the re~opened University in Chengtu in September 1942, But what ebout
the Chirese who steyed in Peking? If smleries for that group ere golng to be puid only
for & limited period of five to seven months, or even for & longer period, what is the
basis for the mes® penerous treatment “or the Bsnda? DPresumably the reeson for paying
salaries to foreigners during the period in San Kuan “iso and internment ls that during
that period they were not free end therefore were uneble to secure &ny other fobs. Does
that seme argument hold for the Bands in Free China or does it not? HMight the Chinese
who steyed in Peking argue that they were lees free to find other jobs than the Bends
were?

In the matter of exchange rete we again heve & very ticklish problem. The 61l rate
has alresrdy been sgreed upon “or the salaries of the repatriated Westerners snd presums-
bly the same rate will be used in computing the ssleries of those who are still interned.
But for the baok salaries of the Chinese "aculty in Chengtu we used the rate of 8:1.
There weas no intention of diseriminstion in using this less favoreble rate; we were
simply scting on Y. P. lMei's recormendation to take the prevailing rate of Movember 1941,
The Bends' osse is the first case of liesterners remaining in China -~ should they be
trested like the repatrintes or like the faculty in Chengtu? Is there so much danger
that the use of different axchange rates for Chinese and Westerners will seem like un-
fair and srbitrary diseriminstion that we should at once recommend thet the 5:l rete
should be used for everyone, thus increasing tremendously the sum that will ultimately
be needed to tuke care of all the Chinese ’aculty still in Ocoupied China? Ur sre there
valid reesons for different rates ‘or Chinese and Weeterners nemely (1) thet during the
early months of 1942 65:1 was the approximate rate which we received from the Swiss au-
thorities and (2) thet in the case of foreigners the beok selary is needed for rehabili-
tation in this country and even at 5:1 is eonsiderably less then furlough salary ( for
example, in the cese of a full professor one month's salery at b6:1 is £126 while one
month's furlough sslary is $206.,) Uherees in the case of the Chinese faoulty the cnly
rerson ‘or using & gold exchange rete st mll is simply to rind some ressonable way of
computing the velue of bmek selaries in a time of unsteble ourrency, end the prevailing
rate of November 1941 seems the most logionl rate to trke s & basis. These nre only a
few of the considerations that might be raised in dealing with this very complicated
problem. Ken Seiler hes rightly called it "full of dynamite.”
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Will you ponder on these lust two points and let either Mary Cookingham or me know
what you think sbout them? Would you think it was wise to write to Y., P. Meli to raise
this whole question of the exchange rate? So far we have simply sent word to him that
his recommendation regarding back salaries for Chengtu was approved but he knows nothing
about the different problems of treatment of repatristes or any recomnendations for ule

timate settlement with the people who remeined in Occupied China. CUooner or leter, how-

ever, he should probably be informed of what is being done for the Bends.

Your wisdom is greatly needed end will be much appreocinted.

Ever yours,







April 28,

Miss Margaret Speer
Rockledge
lakeville, Connecticut.

Dear Miss Speer:

€

When the Planning Cormittee was formed a year ago, a very careful study
was made to see that each college board was represented by the chairman, or some
one appointed by him, plus such additional membership as was necessary to provide
representation for the main committees of the Assoclated Boards. In addition
invitation have been issued, as ocoasion arose, to persons recently arrived from
China who could help the Planning Committee to understand the special problems of
partioular institutions. ‘Last year we were forturate to have Dr. Wu Yi-fang to
spesk for Gialing, Dr. Y. C. Yang to speak for Soochow and Dr. M. Searle Bates to
speak for Nanking.

This year we hope that we may have you present eo that the Committee
may have your counsel as questions may arise about women's education in China and
about the future of Yenching. A copy of the schedula is enclesed for your convene

ience, P

The others invited to this meeting include:

Bishop Y. Y. Tsu of the Board of Managers of Cheeloo University

Dr. Re J. MoMullen, former President of Hangohow College,

Dr. M, Searle Bates, of Nanking University

Dr. Y. C. Yang of Sooohow University

Bishop W. Y. Chen, tp speek for Fukien and Fwanan, as well as
for the Cormimsion appointed in China

- Dre Fo L, Hawks Pott of St., John's University

Dre Frank Price who was oommissioned in China to speak for the
five institutions in Chengtu .

Dr. Paul C, T Kwei, formerly a professor at Hua Chung

In addition we hope that on Saturday afternoon when we expect to devote
a whole session to the problem of the universities in East China there will be
several additional persons from those institutions present to take part in the
discussion.

by The first session will begin with dinner at 6330 on Friday evening at
the Gramercy Park Hotel when the members of the committee and the others invited
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to attend, will be the guests of the Associated Boards. I‘hopo you will find
it possible to be present.

Sincerely yours,

Charles H. Corbett
Seoretary
for the
Planning Cormittee
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YencuNG UNIVERSITY
PEIPING, CHINA

American Office
150 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

May 31, 1944

Dear Mr. Ballou,

I hove just received from Vashington a copy of
a cable evidently sent by the International Red Cross
on Jenuary 14. You mey have already had a copy of A%
in the office but I had not seen it before. Actually
it says nothing we did not already know but it is
always interesiing to have official confirmation of
facts.

"Tnformetion submitted by Tgle IRC#: Houghton,
Bowen, Stuart interned in former A.C. Henning Company
Peiping. Quarters small but comfortable and seemingly
sufficiently heated. Receiveg monthly relief 200 local
dollars from Swiss Consulate. Can send and receive
messages on Red Cross blanks. IRCE delegate states their
situation et least equal other internees."

Please don't trouble to acknowledge this., 1I'll
be in the office later this week.

Sincerely yours,







YEX i3 UNIVERSITY
160 Pifth Avenue
N“ Yol‘k 11. ‘KQ Y.

June 23, 1944
Dear Dre Galt and Fan,

Yesterday Stanley snd Mary Cookinghem end Mre. Fvens had @ long talk about
Yenohing's responsibility toward the E. O, Wi.lsons end today Mery and Stanley snd I
have been going over the matter agein., ¥e would 1like to report cur indings to you
for your consideration end then, 17 we sll agree, the recommendution can ;o to the
Trustees. The guestion has been raised whether final aotion should be taken without
sonsultation with sny of the Chinese members of the faoulty. In normal times of
oourse the university Executive Committee would ast on such & metter &e this, but
there ig no Chinese member of the fsoulty in this country who is en experienced uni-
versity administrative offioer. To send our recormendation to Chengtu for Y. P, Yel's
consideration hes the two dissdvantages of osusing a long delay end of putting Y. P,
in the diffioult position of having to approve or cisapprove of an sotion whioh he hus
not been tble to digcuss with the rest of us and about whioh he hes never been oon-
sulted in any of ite previous stuges. '‘uch us 1 rerret teking setion on this without
Chineee cdvioe, I see no satisfaotory alternative.

Before we come to the actusl recomenduticn, there are two peints which have
an important bearing snd whioch should be kept in minde

1. The finsnoial errengements which have ulready been mede for the ilsons
in the pericd since E. Ou's return teo Chins in the rall of 1941 have been generous in
the extreme. One might almost osll them irregular, except that the irregulerities
developed from the impossibility of communicstion between Peking eand Yew York after
the 7all of 1941 and through certein misunderstandings osused by E. U.'s physioal
condition. Prom October 1041 to lesember 1943 full furlough sulery snd rent for a
fanily (& total of $230 a month on which nc income tex needed to be paid) was paid
to Mrs. Yileon. At the seme time E. O, was drewing some “unds for experses in Peking
g0 that he received for that period US§626.74 in exeess of his normal furleugh sslary.
Moreover, “or at least cne college year of this period Mre, Wilson was working snd
receiving free bourd snd lodpinge In additiom, exoceptionally lurge medioal und dental
bills have been paid for the Wilson Funily. 4t the time of the return of the Gripshelm
the University paid the full expenses for E. D.'s stay in New York for several woeks -
gomething whioch was not done in the osee of any other returning member of the laeulty.
it thet time he slso had an advence of $300 which does not seem to have been scocunted
for end whioch should therefore be added to the $626.74 mentioned ubove. lereover, on
April 10, 1944, E. O. begen working et the California Institute of Teohnology snd has
received a salary both from the Inetitute snd from Yenching for the period from April
10 to Hay 1.

2. In tuking up this matter of finencial adjustments for & member of the
feoulty who is inoapseituted we naturslly ssk what precedents there are. The little
gray booklet of faculty informetion hes & section on prolonged illness whioh provides
a sliding soale of peyments to be mede in cuse of ¢isability or death while in unie
versity service. This sosle ranges from one month's salery, in the osse of & perason
who has been in university servioe for one year, to six months snlary, in the case of
& person who hes been with the university for ten years or mores However it is spo-
oifically stated thet these payments shall not be sppliosble to members of the unie
versity's annuity plan. The ¥ilsons sre members of the snnuity plen.
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Ve have tried to think what individual precedents there have been., Ve ocan
think of no Westerners who have beacme disabled in university service. In the csses
of Chinese who have become sericusly 111 we osrnnot remember any orse in whioh the uni-
versity has done more than %o pey full gelery Tor cme year. Weng Chishwyl had tuberoue
losie end the university tcok care of her for the remsinder of the soadenic year in
which she becime 111, In her cose recovery osme sfter a few additionsl monthe rest.
In the case of Ur, Chen Teriehsin, after paying full selsry for & yeer the university
continued for several yoars to pey cne-fourth selary while Dr. Chen continued to render ’
a snell smount of nominal service to the wmiversity. Vhen Mr. Ti, the registrer, dled
the university gave his widow the wocumuleted annuity payments in U.f. dollers whioh
amounted to & considersble sum. Our memory of these ceses may not be entirely ucoue
rote, but at leest there is rno precedent ‘or continuing the salary of & disebled member
of the faculty for & long period or for paying salary to & widow efter her hugbend's
deathe.

Fe O, Wileon 1@ et present holding & position with the Califernie Tnstitute
of Technology but reports indicate thet his physiosl condition is deteriorating repidly
and thet he may feel "e has to give up this work at almost any time. XAfter full cone
gideration but with some misgivings we ere reoommending the following treatment:

1., Prom June 1 for us long & period as Mr, Wileon ie receiving selury from
any other ingtitution Yenching will cemse to puy selary snd rent sllowarce,

2, Vhenever Mr, ilson becomes unsble to hold & reguler poeition the unie
versity will begin to pay a retirement ellownnce of #1800 & year including the pay-
ments from his Sun Life Assurance poliocy. (The figure of $1800 has heen put down
gince it is the maximum retirement wllowance provided by 'ission Poards., Some of us
feel & lower ©igure would be better.) If Mr, ¥Wilson should heve to ive up & regular
posdtion but oould eontinue with partetime work the Trustees will deter-ine whet pore
tion of the retirement allowunoe will be paid. This will continue for his lifetime
onlye. During this period the ¥Wilsons will be entitled to any receipts from thelr in-
vestments sand to eny money that Hrse Wilson mipght emrn from eny sort of position,

8. As “rom June 1, 1944 the uriversity will no lonper be responsible for
any medicel snd dentsl bills for the fanily except for the cost of e peveral physioal
exerinetion wnich we understand Mr, Vileon hag not had sinoe hie return to this ocountry.
(fle had o preliminary examinetion by Pre Veughn ond hes been exorined by speoielists,
but hes not yet hed his peneral exsmination,)

4., The balance of the eoducational fund for the Wilson boys smounting te
$3,120.68, as of June, 1946, will be puid.W Further details of the Wilsons' “inunoiml
outlook sbout whioh you mey wish informaticn sre to the best of cur knowledge se
follows:

They own & house st Peiteiho end have considerable household furniture in
Peling.

They heve investments yielding from §260 to $300 per yesr.
Mr, Wilson carries some life insurance; we ore not sure how much.
The three boys carry life insursnee amounting to $10,000 each.

4 letter from the Sun life Assursnce Compsny dated Jenusry 4, 1944 stutes
that the arnuity due to be paid to B, 0. Wilsonm beginning July 1, 1943 ie $326.08 per
anmum or $27.09 per month. This smount will inorease slowly until whatever time he
begins to draw his retirement sllowsnce, After ir. Wilson's death anmuity puyments
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would be ccntinued to Mrs., Wilson only if the snount originslly peid by the Wilsons
u‘ﬁom&mﬁ”ﬂumnhﬂnmmmu:mm_ until this amount

should be completely expended.

We do not feel satisfied with this recomendution but we cennot find sny
nore sctisfustory solukion to this perplexing problen. Please let Mury Cookinghsm
soon &8 possible whether you spprove of this plen or what changes you would

8incerely yours,

Hargeret Bailey Speer

Drre 8. Ds Wilsom
My, Hwons
Hr. Corbett




June 29, 1944

Dear Dr. Galt,

After sending off my letter of June 23rd sabout & settlement for the W lsons
I hud & ochance to see Fan and went over all the reccrmendations very thoroughlye. There
were & number of points on whioh Ran's judgment di ffered from that of some of the other
menbers of the committee. If we followed his opinions I think the final ijure might
not be very different from the preliminary recormendetions but it would be arrived at
differently.

l. He ugrees with several of us here that the figure of §1800 a year for a
retirement allowsnce is rether high. Since talking with him in Washington 1 have
checked agsin with the Presbyterien Board snd find that their polioy is to take §1800
28 the inal retirement allowance to be paid after forty years of service. In caces
of disability they pay a disability allowsnce of $500 plus 1/40 of $900 for esch year
of service. In E. O.'s csse 1 believe he has served Yenohing for 28 years so if we
followed the Presbyterian procedure his disability allowance would be $900 plus $5617.50
or $1417.50 a yoar.

2. Run feels that i} is unsatisfactory not to plan for & definite widow's
pension for Flo after E.C.'s death. The difficulty about this is thet we cannot
Foresee whether she would be in & position to teke a job and earn her own living at
that time or note Certainly Yenching has never had snything like & polioy cf rrante
ing widow's pensions apart from the crdinary benefits of our arnuity plan. 4Acain I
have checked with the Presbyterisn Board and find thaet their policy is to teke each
onse on its merits. They frequently pay widows' pemsions up to $1000 & year but the
aspumption is that the widow will return to the mission field if at all possible and
if she stays in this ocountry she will %try to find a job and eny esrnings from such a
position will be deducted from her pension. Some of us have "elt thet the Wilson
boys ought to be sble to share finsnoial responsibility Tor their perents, but Ran
feels that it is psychelogioally unsound to expect children to suprort their parents.

3. In regerd to the balunce of the Fducstionel Allowsnce, Hen still feels
as I de, and as I know you do not, that this was meant to pay for the boys' college
education and not as an outesndeout childrens' allowance. Kan feels thet if the
boys do not get a occllege education or if the government pays for thelr educetion
as it is spparently doing then there is no reason for paying the balsnce of the edu-
oationel fund to the Wilsons ag if 1t were automatiosnlly their property. Vhen Stanley
was here we found the following stetement in the pray Faoulty Informmation booklet:
"If the raculty member loaves before he hes corpleted ten yeers of service, he is
entitled to 1/2 the amount acoumulated to the credit of sach of his ohildren. I1f he
leaves ufter he has completed more than ten years of service, he is entitled to draw
the full amount mcoumulated to the oredit of emch of his children.” Ve were inclined
to accept this as clinohing your view that the educational allowarces were the fanily
property, but as Fen and I talked it cver afterwards we felt that it was open to still
snother interpretation: nemely, that the university assumed that every fuoulty child
would go to ocollepge snd in the case of teachers who left the university service before
their children had resched college age the sums accumuleted to the oredit of the chile
dren would be paid to the fanily Just to have the scoounts closed and to save future
negotiations. If the ohild did not go to college, or in feot if he should die, the
university would not ask to have the money returned to 1t by a member of the faculty
who hed res! ned, but in the ocuse of teachers who ocontinue in the service of the unie
versity, es the Wilsons have done, the money scoumulated for s college education would
not be paid to the fumily if the ohild should die, and neither would it be paid if the
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ohild never took adventage of hias opportunity to go to college. I know this is a
vnz’ooatrmuhl point sand there is probably no use in arguing sbout it. Mr. Evans
feels that it is suoch an explosive point with the Wilsons that it is wigsest to acoept
their interpretation of the matter whether we all sgree with them or not.

Now, I sm not sure just where all this leaves us. I hope this may catch up
with you before you write me your comments on my earlier letter. I may not have stated
Ran's opinions just as he would himself but I hope he will forgive me if I have mis-
represented him in any way. The finel decision rests with the Trustees. Vhen we have
ocolleoted all opinions, we will try to present all the facts and all the interpretations
to the Trustees snd trust them to reach an impertial end faiyr decieion,.

I hope you and Mrs, Galt are hsving a pleasent summer,

Sinocerely yours,
v

Coplies tot
Miss Cookingham
Dr. Saliler
Dre 84 Do Wilson
M. Evans
- Hrs Corbett
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ROCKLEDGE

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT

sy 75/'.3;.,

Dear Boss,

It has seemed to me a number of times during the
last month that a mouse would have more powers of
decision than I have! You must have been right about
a typvewriter's ability to write its own letters, for
the letter I wrote to Shipley last week which sounded
so firm and final to me, sounded to them as though
I had left a lot of loopholes. I had based my refusal
chiefly on unw1111ngnes to be tied up for two years,
whereupon they promptlx, "Come for one year and we
promise not to try to hold you longer if you can go
back to China next summer." ZAnd seeing how much it
means to Mother, I have succumbed and told Shipley
I'd go for one year. They are perfectly willing for
me to go on making sneeches for Yenching and China
and I really believe I'll “ime for quite a few. I
am well aware of all the dlsadvantages in this one-
year scheme, but I honestly believe there are fewer
in this arrangement than in any of the other plans for
the next year or two which had presented themselves.

The hardest part of the decision was to face
sending word to Y.P.Mei that I wasn't going to try to
go back to help them before next summer, but having
finally decided on that step in any case, I don't
believe that going to Shipley will prove a® much a
degsertion of Yenching as some people have feared.
After all, Bryn Mawr is a good deal nearer New York
than Lakeville,

Will you be good enough to tell Mr. Evans? (I




seem to have more letters to write today than my
willing typewriter can cope with.) The fact that I am
going to Shipley is 8till confidential until the
school can make its official announcement. I hope
you!ll all still consider me just as much on the job
for Yenching and China as I have ever been.

A letter has just come from Y.P. asking whether
they can plan & welcome party for Ran and me by
Thanksgiving timel Apparently Fan has finally
decided that he must put &ff his return for another
year too. I don't know whether it's worthwhile
sending them a céble or not. I shall write Y.P.
at once in any case.

I wish I could share our Connecticut breezes
with you all.

Very sincerely yours,
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Yos, Miss Strecter is the Doan of Womem at West China
Union University. She is a representative of the Chureh Missionary
Souiety on the West China steff. WMIyIdoMMv!;Q
hm'furw is due. It is my impressiom, however, that it is st
least two years before it is due.

Smmmbeﬂthm-ndujqﬁhmdm»m

weather. It is blistering. vy

Very sincerely yours,

Ce Aes EVANS







ROCKLEDG Ej(\x

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT
July 13, 1944
Dear Mr, Evans
>

I wrote to Mr., Ballou & few days ago
breaking the news that my vowers of resistance had
not been adequate to withstand Shipley's second
attack and T have agreed to go there for one year.
They have promised to let me go next summer if
both my family situation and the politiecal situation
make it possible to go back to China., I don't feel
very gay about it all, but I think this is the
right thing to do. And I hope to be able to do
whatever I can for Yenching and the China Colleges
in the meantime, oA

&J,,v» ¢/ -/

The enclosed check is a gift to Yenching
from Miss Christine Hammer. The receipt should be
sent to her at 194 Main Street, Bridgewater, Mass.,
but her regular address for our permanent records
is 86 Fast End Avenue, New York City.

I've written Mary about the next steps
regarding F,0,Wilson and she will be discussing them
with you.

Sincerely yours,

W‘\W%@w







Miss Margaret Speer
Rockledge
Lakeville, Connectiout.

Dear Marnle:

I hope you will pardon me for letting so much of a week
go by before answering yours of the Tthe 1 was not surprised at
your d ecision, though of course it would have been encouraging in
& number of respects if you not only felt you could go right back
to Yenoching but in some way could be spirited there promptly and
without any of the delays and hasards whioh attemnd a journey in
that direction. We surely will be wanting your help on Yenching
and other college matters in the autwm and rejoice that you will
be no farther away then Bryn Mewr. The best success to you in
the new enterprise -- but not so mich success that you are tempted
beyond powers of resistence to stay longer than the one year}

I do not believe that we will ocable Y.P., but rely on
letters which can go & little more into detail, It is quite possi-
ble that within a month there will be a chance to send letters
mich faster than they can go in the post in which case not so very
much time would be saved by the brevity and generally unsatisfactory
mature of a oable,

Miss Boring has been in for quite a talk and as you know
is very keen on going backe In staff meeting Monday we agreed that
if she clears her health hurdle -« and she herself is very optimistio,
with the expert opinion to be secured in the near future -e we shall
do everything within our power to further her plans. Whether this
means much or nothing at all remains to be seem. Plumer Mille,plamning
to return in conneotion with NCC matters was told that at present
the State Department did not consider such work of suffiocient ime
portance to support him but that after several months they would be
willing to reconsider. Claude Thomson seems to have a stronger case
and one more similar to Miss Boring!s.We should know in a few days
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Miss Margaret Speer July 14, 1944

how he fared in his application. If they turn him down I presume
neither Miss Boring nor you or any other woman would stand any
show. ;

I question whether your salutation is suffiolently re-
speotful or reverential. It tempts me to try to matoh it: How
would you like to be oalled bosay?

If you have any reason at all for .staying in Lakeville
during this kind of weather, keep awmy from New York.

Very sincerely yours,




July 21, 1944

Miss Margaret Speer
Rockledge
Iakeville, Canneotiout.

Dear Miss Speer:

I think we could well talk over with Miss Boring several
matters connected with her going back to China. She says you are
to be down here next Monday and Tuesday and that she could oome in
the latter part of either afternoon. I have suggested Nonday at
four o'clook but that may be too early for her. Unfortumately I
have another appointment later on which would make four-thirty a
bit crowded but adjustments can be made if necessary.

I might say that we of the staff are agreed we should do
everything we oan to help her get back, but on the finaneial side
it looks as if not much can be done if the field budget is not able
to oarry most if not all of her expenseg, unless, that is, we can
stir up a good deal more spondoolix around here that has yet arisen
to the surfaoe.

Very sinoerely yours,
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Mr. J.A.Cameron
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Dear lir., Cameron,

Last week when I was in the offige you were away and I am not sure when
I shall be there again. The problem of vitamins for Yenching is still in my
mind and I hope you can help me out. I am enclosing a check for one hundred
dollars which has been given specially for the purpose of sending & gift of
some vitamins for the Yenching faeulty and students. ({50 is from liss Boring;
the rest is in small gifts which have been mede to me personally.) 3

I suppose the first point is to decide how to send them and the matter
of buying them is secondary to that. Several weeks ago you gave me a memorendum
about the procedure for mailing them, znd if we cannot find =nybody to tuke thpm’
I suppose mail is the only zlternative., However, Mr., Neuhauser at the Shipping
Department of the Presbyterian Board told me that on some of the recent pyckrges
of medicines that they had meiled the postage \“}J:?s much as the cost of the
vitamins,

have not heard the lotest news about Dr. Claude Thomson's passport but
I have been making inquiries as to whether Dr, Shuhsi Hsu, who is CULQG back in
few weeks, could take anything for us, and also about Dr. Herold Loucks, who
may be going to Chengtu or Chungking this fall. Do you think it would be worth
while to use half the money to buy mitamins to be sent by mail at once =nd to
use the rest as soon as we find someone who could take a package?

You probably have all the meterial at Band as to the best kind of vitamins
to buy, from the point of view of potency, cost, and -ease of packing. Miss Ruth
Williams of the !fedical Center bought Squibbs ARCDG to send out to the YVWCA and
apparently only paid {19 a thousand for them at the Yale Drug Co., 1460 St. Nicholss
Ave, At the Presbyterian Board they recommend Squibbs Special Formule (which I
think is the same thing) but Mr., Neuhauser told me he paid $30 a thousand. Dr.
Dodd at the Presbyterian Board also recommends_HEJQEE%E‘UnLcap brand, which only
cost ¢ lO a thousand. I think the main thing is to get ©ne of the standard all- purpose
brands. | The Unicap are especially good to pack because they are light and small
and the nllls apparently don't have to be kept from touching .dCh other as some of
the gelatinous ones do.

May I leave the whole matter in your hands? You might consult Miss Cookingham
about, any of the details., And if it should seem that the Yale Drug Company is the
best plade to buy the Squibbs, Miss Boring, who lives near there, would be glad to
get them., "U!11 let you know at once if I hear! that either Dr. Hsu or Dr. Loucks
ecould take a ckage for us.

b o ‘ ‘.
I h39€ you have had'a pleasant vadation.

Sincerely yours,

m&“& A ( 5 O Aar k&

|
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August 11, 1944

Miss Margaret Speor
Rockledge
Lakeville, Conn.

Dear Miss Speer:

A special appropriation made possible by personal
gifts was made available for fire viotims in the fire which de-
stroyed Yenohing dormitory a year ago last March. The field
treasurer has informed us that the commitbtee in charge hes divided
the appropriation equally among those who have lost all of their
possessions. The individual share is $197.57.

Miss Lo Hsiu-chen has requested us to send you the
enclosed check and states that she had written you regarding the
disposition. This oheck has been drawn upon the University of Nan-
king account at the request of the treasurer and its requested that
the cheok be ocashed promptly. a

Very truly yours,

C. A. EVAES







ROCKLEDGE
LAKEVILLE CONNECTICUT

August 14, 1944
Dear lMr, Evans,

You and Mr, Ballou will be interested in the
enclosed article from the Sunday School Times, if it
has not already come to your desk.

Thank you for the check for lMiss Lo H&iu-chen's
share of indemnity for fire losses. I have not yet
heard from her what she wants me to do with the money
but I have deposited the money in my account and maudle
a note that it is to be held until her instructions
arrive., Probably like all the other ytunger members
of the staff she is hoping eventually to some to this
country for further study.

I go down to Bryn Mawr tomorrow to begin my new
job, but hope to be in New York frequently and will
stop in the office when I can., My address will be:
ryn Mawr, Pa.

We are in the midst of a terrific thunder storm
here, I hope it is breaking the heat in New York.

Sincerely yours,







August 17, 1944

Miss Margaret B. Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn Hawr, Pennsylvania

Dear Miss Speer:

8incerest Eongratulationo and best wishes in your
new position. Our thoughts and prayers go with you and we trust
the year will be ome of rich experience.

I was pretty much bowled over by that article in the
Sunday School Times. By that I mean the appreciative atand as re-
lated to the Colleges. I have not had a chance to read it thorcugh-
ly and wish to review it again tonight. Mr. Ballou will not be
back to the office until next week. Meanwhile, I have been away
from the office for this week except for today, when I ceme in for
a ceries of meetings snd conferences.

The terrific thunderstorm you haé on the 14th has
just arrived in New York an hour and a half ago. Within this per-
jod it sounds as though we were in a bombing operation over Normandy
and &8 yet I have seen no &ppreciable difference in the heat situa-
tion.

Many thanks for sending the article.

Most sincerely yours,

C. A, EVANS







August 15, 1944

Miss Margaret Speer
Lakeville, Comne

Dear Miss 8Speer:

Your letter of Aizguct the 2nd wes handed to me upon my
return to the office on the Tthe Your check for $100.00 has been ceposited in
the Yenching University Suspense Account. : ‘ :

1t is true that the cost of mailing parcels %o China
amounts to just about as much as the cost of the merchandise. However, the urgent
need of medical supplies, I believe, justifies our spending at least helf of the
$100.00 immediately, and the balance when we have an opportunity to have them
taken in personally. I talked with lfiss Cookinghem and she agrees that this is
probably the best procedure. .

The matter of the best type vitemin to be purchssed is
not so simples As you say, various persons have their favorite brands and do not
seom %0 azree on what is the best to send.

I recalled that Miss Lu Gwoi~djen, a graduate of Ginling
College, and an authority on nutrition, who is here in New York had vitamins
prepared especially for Ginling College and taken baok by Presidemnt Wu, should
be able to solve our problems I called her and explained the gsituation to her and
she asked that I give her a few days in which to explore the various possibilities
and told me that she would call me back. So far she has not called. If I do not
hear from her today, I will contact her again and try to get her decision. She is
acquainted with the transportation difficulties involved end with the needs of the
faculties end students in China and is, I believe, the logical person to make the
decision for use

I will get the package off as promptly as possible.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES A. CAMERON
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THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

Q//.‘:("’ (/V the /3'1‘/1('[/}(:/;
August 22, 1944

Dear Mary,

1 hope you had a good vacation. The change in the weather was
perfect, both for workers and vacationers.

A letter has just come from Stanley about Sherm, I don't know
whether the Wilsone may have written directly to Mr. Corbett or anyone
else in the office. This seems like bad news, I am enclosing the
short letter from Flo to Stanley, which he sent, Stanley writes as
follows!?

"I have been intending to write you in regard to E. O, for the
past two weeks but seem to have been occupied with other matters, I
had thought that he was doing better than earlier and he seemed to be
feeling better, Flo had moved over to Pasadena and that had made things
better for him, But beginning on July 3lst, hey failed to come to the
laboratory and he has not been there since. I was much surprised
when this took place, However it is apparent that he has failed much
lately and that now he is in pain most of the time. I will enclose
a note which Flo sent me, He has taken all of hie things from the lab.
and hag resigned., I feel that this is the END as far as any work from
him, Of course I may be mistaken and he may improve and retura to
work but i1t looks doubtful to sey the least., It is a tragedy for the
University and for the family. The real tragedy l1ies in the fact that
neither one of the two members of the family have any spiritual resources
with which to meet the crisis., They seem to have nothing outside of
their own bodies., As Galt said to me to-day, 'it seems impossidle that
they could have lived in the Yenching commnity as they have and be
without higher spiritual values.' There may be something that they
have that is not obvious to Galt and myself - let us hope so at any
rate, I suppose the University will be soon able to decide what they
are going to do in this case, They have funds for the time being but
I suppose they are anxious for the future,”

I don't know quite what we ought to do next, but 1 wonder whether
1t would not be well for one of us--you, or Mr, Corbett or me--to send
off a personal note to Flo at once saying that we are very sorry to
hear of these latest developmente and to assure her that their needs
are not forgotten, I don't suppose we could begin to send any sort of
monthly allowance until the whole question of Sherm's treatment is
gsettled by the Trustees.

I am in the midst of being initiated into my new job here, but




Migs Mary Cookingham August 23, 1944

will be in New York on my way home for a drief visit next week and
will surely see you at the dinner for H, H, Kung on Monday.

Most affectionately yours,

Pl ol
MBS/ehe

Miss Mary Cookingham
Yenching University Office
160 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, New York




August 23, 1944

Miss Hargeret Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn lawr, Pae

Dear ifiss Speer:

S8ince writing you a day or so ago, I have been in touch
with Miss Lu Gwei-djen and she has suggested that we purchase Vi-lagna
Vitamine from the Leberle Laboratories, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York
City (Vi-llagna is the new trade name for their produot formerly sold under
the name of Milti? Vitamins,)

I ocontacted the Leberle Laboratories and they assure me
that this is their best all around capsule and although they have had very
little experience with shipments passing through hot climates, they are
confident that this partiocular brand will not detericorate.

I have ordered 1,000 at $156.79 for our first shipment and
have applied to the Office of Eoconomioc Warfare for export license for a total
of 5,000, Although the funds we now have on hand will probably not cover the
cost of sending over 2,500, I thought it might be well to have permits for a
larger amount for use in case we receive additional gifts for this specifio

purposes

It will probably take three weeks to have the export license
validated.s I will get the first package in the mail as promptly after receipt
of the license as possible.

Sinocerely yours,

JAMES 'A. CAMERON







.ﬁ?/?/\led 60/2 License ECui [/
xP ol oe S CAWS AUG 24 Y

THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

(,ﬂ:('“ ?/[/1(’ f;-l-,L('[})a[S ‘met 24' 1944

Dear Mrg, Cameron,

Thank you for your report on your conversation
with Migs Iu Gwei-djen about the best vitamins to
be sent to West China, I am sure we will do well
to follow her advice. I am enclosing another check
for $25,00 which has been given to me by some friends
. at Dwight*s School, be used for medicineg f
/ Yenchi I think this can be added to our Vitamin
) I.(Acoonnt and will help witﬁ‘the postage on this firet

{ 'up“nt Py IV N T SIS i I S M

I have just heard that Dr, Harold Loucks is
probably going back soon as Adviger in Surgery to
Government Medical Schools in West China, I am not
sure that is his exact title, but I think he will
be starting off soon, I will get in touch with him
at once and ask whether he can carry a package of
vitamins for us. He is a good friend of Yenching's
and will be glad to help if he can possibly manage
any extra allowance of luggage.

I hope to be in New York on Monday to go to the
dinner for Dr, Kung, and will try to stop in the
office during the day.

Gleecl #2S, Sincerely yours,
//e/eA/C?.B/‘f 400} M - ;

§
MBS/ehc Margaret Bailey Spee

~ Prineipal

Mr, Jameg A Cameron
China Office
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, New York







August 29, 1944

Dear Nr. Barion:

3

Here is about all the *nio"mutlon I have on Miss Speer and I think it
would be & good idea if you.checked with Miss Speer before using it:

Miss Speer is a graduate of Bryn Mawr, class of 1922, OShe went to China
in 1926 under the Presbyterien Board of Foreign Missions. ©Since that time she
hes been on the Yenching aculty teaching English end, since sbout 1933, as lean
of the College for Women.

Miss Speer, with the other imerican members of the Yenching, facﬁlty‘wac
interned, first on the Yenching campus, leter in Peking, &nd after ¥erch 1943,
in the internment camp at Weihsien, China. Cthe was repatricted last sutumn and
arrived in New York on the Gripsholm lest Tecember lst.

The following informetion I found in an article from a Hartkord news«
peper dated April 28, 1944:

Months of internment in Chine prove that genuine happiness is besed on
"what we do snd are,"” rether than "om whet we have", according to Miss Margaret
Beiley Speer, deen of the College for Women of Yerching University, China, end
daupghter of lMr. and ¥rs. Robert L. Speer of Lekeville, Ccnnecticut.

Miss Speer stated that there was little opportunity for "cemp epathy
or bailed wire sickness" at the cemp where she was interned. Ccnditions were
very primitive and the internees were required to organize their own groups te
teke care of cooking, cleaning and the everyday living requirements for the 440
perscne assembled. The cooks were the most importsnt perscrns in cemp, and the
meager suprly of food allowed no mergin for error in its preparaticn.

The chief cooking utensils were two large ceuldrons firmly “ixed on
bricks which formed the fireplace. Porridge, soup and stew were the main dishes
whioch could be prepered and the task of cleaning the ceuldrons after each meal
required considerable ingenuity.

"4 distinguished philosopher wes the water-coordinater," Uiss Speer
seid, end he had to do much with little. One of the rules at camp was, 'please
remember to de-gravy your dish.' There were two reasons for the rule: first,
becauss every scrap of food wes needed, and second, hecause there was never
enough water to cleanse unusually soiled dishes.”

There were about 300 children at the camp, and in order that they might
have more calcium, egg shells were ground to powder and served on their "taste-
less porridge”. Classes were organigzed for the children, from the grades through
high school, but all the teaching had to be from memory as there were no books

available.




Mr. Barron -l August 29, 1944

The internees learned, Miss Speer said, to get along without certain
necessities and never to be afraid of being poor. They also learned new sociel
values, in thet it was essential to think of the welf'are of the whole group end
not of the importance of any individual. There was, tco, & new sense of God's
presence, she said.

¥What we must work for, she concluded, is & just and honoreble peace.
"If you have anything unjust or dishonoreble, it won't be peaceful; "and she
closed with the Ohinese proverb, "Do I not destroy my enemy when I make him my
friend?"

Puis is &1l the informetion I cen rive you. The Presbyterien Board
will get in touch with you direot if they have eny informstion to add to this.

1 20l ginderely yéurs,

Mr. Edward Barron
United China Relief
1790 Broadway '
New York City

P.S. I em erclesing & piocture of liss Speer which I hope you can uses
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Sept. 6, 1944

Miss Margaret Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn Mewr, Pa.

Dear Marnie,

I was glad to receive your letter and the resolution in regard to the
Wilsonse lr. Evans thirks your statement of the situation is splendid - so clear
and complete in detail. He is calling a meeting of the Trustees as soon as one
can be arranged. He is having copies of your memoimhidlum prepared and they will
provide the material for disoussione. Maeny thanks for your ocareful worke.

Mr. Evens and I are also pleased with your suggestion: for teking cere
of the double salary paymente We would all like to do all that we can for the
Wilsons but we do not want to start sy unnecessary precedents. The arrangement
of dating Shern's disability allowance as from September 20 is very goode

Shirley and I had dinner together last night end a grand old visit.
The heat has been rather uncorfortable but the weather men is promising us cooler
woeather from now one. .

I heard your father preach at the First Presbyterian Church on Sunday.
It was & very good sermon but quite different from the ones I have heard you give.
I like yours better but that is probably because our background hes been so rmueh °
alike during the past few years.

My love to you,







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

September 26, 1944

Mr, C. A, Evans
China Colleges Offlce
160 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Dear Mr, Bvans:
e ;i

The enclosed check for $163.50 has Jjust been
gent me by the Pembroke College Alumnae Association.
The money has been collected as a contribution for
the personal needs of Migs Chou Kuo-ping. I have
already acknowledged the gift. Would you be good
enough to transmit the money to Chengtu as soon as
possible with word that it is a gift for Migs Chou

from her fellow alumnse at Pembroke?

We are just in the throes of the opening day

here and it all makes me homesick for the ‘nglnning
of term at Yenching, I don't seem to have time to
come to New York but hope to be able to get there
next week or soon afterwards. With best wishes to
you all,

Sincerely yours,

m\ - .
Margaret Balley Speer
Principal weith




Miss Margaret Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn Mawr, Pa.

Dear Miss Speer:

The export permit for your vitamins to Yenching
University arrived yesterday and I have made the first shipment of
1,000 by firat-class mail, Mss Cookingham and I disocussed the
prooedure in addressing the packmge and decided that it would be more
convenient for all concerned if the package was addressed simply to
Yenching University, Chengtu, China rather than to an individual. We
were afraid that the Chinese custom authorities might possibly interpret
the package as for an individual rather than for the use of the University
as a whole if it were addressed to an individual and place e heavy duty
as they have done in another case or two recently.

We are not certain who should handle the distribution
of the vitamins and whether or not there were any stipulation or re-
striction or request by the donor that vitamins be used for any particular
group in the University.

: You have been responsible for seouring this gift and
1 would appreciate it if you will write to President Mei telling him that
the package is on its way and giving him instructions for the use of the
vitamins. I am enclosing an invoice which should accompany your letter
in order that President Mei may use it in clearing the ocustoms.

Will you please let me know when you think it
advisable to send a second package.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES A, CAMERON

JAC/mo

encl.

Package referred to was sent by first-class mail from Station O,
Reg. #419257. Post Office receipt for this shipment attached to Yenching

University voucher #11118







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA
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September 28, 1944

Mr., James A, Cameron
China Colleges Office
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, New York

Dear Mr, Cameron:

I am delighted to know that one shipment of vitae-
mins is already on its way to West China and hope that the postage
did not turn out to be too expensive.

I have written to Dr. Loucks to ask whether he
could take a package with him when he goes and if I hear that he is
able to do so I shall let you know at once. In case hls bageage is
too 1imited to allow him to take any extras, I think it would be well
to send another shipment by mail in about a month.

I will write to Dr. Mei at once telling him about
this parcel and eemlosing the invoice which you gsent, I shall explain
that the vitamins have been glven by friends of the University and are
to be used by anyone who is, need of this reinforcement. dwe_to Chengili™
diet, It makes no difference ‘whethier 1t is faculty or students, men

“or women or even faculty ehildren, They should be used wherever. they
111 do the most good. ]

I am very grateful to you for attending to all the
troublesome details of purchasing and shipping.

Sincerely yours,

m ) ﬁ‘\‘x{a«.&\)\—r
Margaret Balley Speer
Principal







Miss Margaret B. Speer,
The Shipley School,
Bryn Mawr, Pa.

Dear Miss Speer:

Mr. T. C. T'ang in reporting to me on the final accounts
for the dimmer to Dr. H. H. Kung added the following paragraph:

"Mrs. C. He Yung (nee Yang Yu-chieh), our Natiomal
Ireasurer, has asked me to inquire with the Yenching
0ffice what should be done about the alummni contributions
to the Yenching Scholarship Fund. Will you please dis-
ouss the matter with Miss Speer and let me know your
recamendations? The sum is not large but I believe it
will help some."

I imagine you are very busy in your new work but I shall
appreciate a line or two from you about this metter. I trust

everything is going well.

With very kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Charles H. Corbett







September 29, 1944

Miss Margaret Bailey Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn Vewr, Penmsylvanie

Dear Miss Speer:

Thank you for your letter of September 26th enclosing check
for $163.80 from the Pembroke College Alummee Association. As you
indicate that this is for the personal needs of Miss Chou Kuo-ping,
we are sending it to the field outside of the budget with speciel in-
structions that it be paid to Miss Chou.

I am glad to kmow that you are homesiok for Yenching. I always
rejoice when I hear this beesuse I kmow it is a good sign. Anmy time you
are ready for sailings just let us know, we will do everything we can to
be of assistance. Meamwhile the oftener you come to New York the better

we will like it. Of course, I cannot close without extending to you
sincerest best wishes in this work in which you are now engaged.

Very sincerely yours,







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

(21?1“('{‘ (.)/ the /)I'IVII('I-/)(IZS‘

September 29, 1944

“J'o Charles H. Corbett

Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue

New York 11, New York

Dear Mr. Corbett:

I am glad to hear that Yenching Alumni have raised some
money for the Scholarship Fund. The thing to do, I should imagine,
is to ask Mre., Yung to send the money that she has collected to your
office together with the names of contributors so that Miss Groh or
whoever succeeds her will have completed records. The money should
be transferred to Chengtu as promptly as possidle with word going to
Dr. Mei about its source and owr aprreciation of the loyal efforts

_of our alumnl, { I am afraid the sum is not large but some of the alum-
ni, at least, are eager to have a share of what is going on in VWest
China and this contribution for scholarships at Yenching is all to
the good no matter how small the actual sum is.

I had hoped to get to New York long before this but the
opening of term is Jjust as hectic a period in Bryn Mawr as 1t used
to be in Peking, An old-timer like you does not need an explanation
of the pressure of work at this time of year. With cordial greetings
to all of you in the office,

Sincerely yours,

(’E\WW .
Margeret Bailey Speer

Principal







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

October 2, 1944

My, James A. Cameron
China Colleges Office
150 Fifth Avenue

Yew York 11, New York

Dear Mr, Cameron:

I have just had word from Dr. Loucks
that he has had to start for China earller
than he had expected and that he is extremely
1imited in the amount of luggage that he can
take. There is no hope therefore of his taking
any vitamins for us. Unless we hear of some
new traveler to West China I think we might
send another package of vitamins about the end
of this month and a third shipment about Thanks-
giving time and then gend no more until we get
some word from China about the arrival of the
first parcel. In the meantime however, we had
better be on the lookout for anyone traveling
in that direction who could transport some for
us.

Sincerely yours,

W\W Sppman —
Margaret Balley Speer

Principel




THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

October 16, 1944

rh’. C. A. Evans
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York 4l

Dear Mr. Evans:

I am enclosing a check for $10. which
was glven to mother after s recent speech and
which she should like to contribute to the
work of the Women's College. Will you send
the receipt direct to her at lLakeville?

I am still hoping to pay you a visit
before long but my trips to New York seem to
be very few and very fleeting. I am so glad
to hear of Miss Cowing's coming to the Yenching
Office to take over Miss Groh's work. Migs Groh
has surely been a falthful worker all these
years and we shall miss her there very much,

Sincerely yours,

AN

Margaret Bailey Spéér
Principal
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October 19, 1944

Dr, Earle H, Ballou
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Dear Boss,

A letter from Mary Ferguson hes come in this morning's mail
saying that United China Relief had a cable from Lennig Sweet yesterday
which inecluded the following: '"Yenching seeks advice from Margaret Speer
other colleagues regarding appointment Chinese representative vielt
America as State Department guest for a year. Cable suggestions Chengtu".
Mary does not understand any more than I do just why this message should
have come through Len and U,C, R,, but here it is and what is our next
step? I am glad to have this indication that the.-State Depertment ie willing
to have representatives come from the @hristian colleges as well as from
government un%zgzgﬁ& es, I will be glad to get in touch with our Feculty
Committee here to see what suggestions they have to make although it really
seems to me preposterous to have the suggestions coming from this end rather
than from Chengtu. Y., P, Mei is of course the man who should come; but how

on earth could the University continue for five minutes without him on the
spot out there?

One hears rumors now and then that Stephen or one of the other
men who were in prison, may try to get through soon; but I am not sure about
the comparative advantages of such a person from occuoied China and of some-
one who has had a longer experience in free China. I won't take any steps
in this matter until I hear from you, Ie it worthwhile asking someone in
Vashington like Auguste Wagner to get a little more light on the State Depart-
ment's part in all this?

I keep hoping to have time to get to New York and to come into
the office; but my Jjob here, particularly in these early stages of initiation,
keeps me busy from morning to night. Do you remember a year ago today and
the incredulity with which we looked at that first mesl on the Gripsholm?
With all good wishes to you all,

Sincerely yours,
(h\w —

Margaret Balley Speer
Principal







October 23, 1944

Miss &rpnt\ Balley Speer
The Shipley School

Bryn Mawr, Pemsylvania
Dear Miss Speer:

Thank you for your letter of October 16th which came to
hn‘ild promptly. th receipt for the $10.,00 whioch you emclosed has
been forwarded to your mother at Lakeville as requested.

We too regret to see Miss Groh (mow Mrs. Bome) leave our
staff as she has been a very steadfast and eonsoientious worker in
the Yenmohing Office. However, we are very fortunate in sescuring the
sorvices of Miss Cowing as I am sure she will fit into the situation

very nicely.

Hope you will stop in and see us when you are again this

Very sincerely yours,

CAE/B

(not dictated)







October 24, 1944

Miss Margaret E. Speer
Shipley School
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania

Dear Marnie:

If I had known just what to say I might have answered your
letter of the 19th immediately. If I should wait until I do know what
to say it never would be answered, so here goes.

We discussed the matter in staff meeting yesterday, and I
have talked with Mary Ferguson over the phone this morning. It looks
to us like a "hot"™ kind of a request, in what I understand is the teche
nical meaning of that adjective. In other words, on the basis of some
information which has reached some of the people here, the selection of
representatives from any of the colleges out there for the signal honor
of being brought for a year at State Department expense is an exceedingly
delicate matter. As you probably know, President Y. G. Chen is such a
representative, as well as Dr. Chi-tung Yung of Lingnan. We have seen
little of the latter as he went elsewhere soon after arrival and has not
come baok. Perhaps theesuggestion from Yenching is made in an effort to
avoid some such aftermath as resulted in the case of at least one of
those two men. But the feeling of the other people on the staff was that,
barring more deteiled information justifying the request, all people
oconnected with the Colleges had better keep out. The responsibility ought
to be that of the State Department, and selections should be made by them

on the basis of information privately sought rather than openly solicited.

Now we may be all wet in taking this position. If Augusta
Wagner ocan throw any light on the matter it would be very valuable. Y.P.
is, as you say, the logical man,and right off the bat it would seem as if
he were the only man. To take anybody else from Chengtu would certainly
open the way for very invidious comparisons. Yet, as you also say, Y.P.
is also indispensable there on the campus. FPresident Chen's absence creates
a much less difficult problem because Nanking's staff was taken to West China
comparatively intact, and the University is, I gather, conspiocuous for having
an able corps of Chinese deans. There is the allied problem which arises in
taking any administrator away for as long a period as a year. One wonders
if a semester would not be better if comparatively rapid transportation
could be assured. However, this again is outside the scope of our competence.

I don't believe a person just out of occupied China, certainly
one who 8o far as we know has not yet reached Sgechwan, would qualify.
Furthermore, from several sources we get the impression that since the
summer military successes of the Japgnese the main corridor of escape to
Free China has been oclosed, so that if Stephen did not get out before August
I fear his chances of doing so are badly reduced.

All that I have written will undoubtedly be of great help to youl
Do you have any idea how soon the advice has to reach Chengtu? I should think




2.

consultation with your Faculty Committee is indicated, but they will
indeed have to be smart if they suggest the right answer.

I oertainly do remember a lot of things that were happening
on & lot of daye just a year or so ago. Sunday afternoon I went up to
Poughkeepsie to speak for Phil/Swarts, and there in the Hudson, almost
as soon as we got over onto its bank, was that SHIP, with all its colored
stripes and other poignant reminders of what we were doing last October.
It was headed the right way but did noteeem to have much steam up.

Very sincerely yours,

P.S. Herewith is an envelope which came two or three days ago from China.
I held it till proper inspiration for this letter should come to me but I
am holding it no loager.




October 26, 1944

Miss Margaret B. Speer
The Shipley School

Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Dear Miss Speer:

I am today mailing by first-olass mail (air mail
Indie to China) a second percel addressed to Yenching University
containing 1,000 vitamin capsules. Will you pleage inform
President Wei, as you did previously, that this package is on
the way and that he should make arrangements with the Chinese
customs to have it cleared without duty.

We have now spent §37.50 for postage and $47.37
for vitamins. We have on hand, after shipment today, 1,000
vitamins already paid for whioh will cost approximately $18.50
to mail. When this third package goes out, we will have spent
$103.38 of the gifts received. I plan to mail the third package
on or about November 25th.

Sincerely yours,







Miss Margaret B. Speer
The Shipley School
Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Dear Miss Speer:
I am just getting off the third package
of 1,000 vitamin tablets to Yenching. Will you please notify
the field that this shipment has been made. I will await
word from you before making any further purchase or shipment.

The postage on this package amounted to §16.55.

Sincerely yours,







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

December 4, 1944

Dear Mr. Evans,

I had these checks in my pocket the other
day but forgot to leave them with you. They are
fees that have heen given to me for recent speeches,
and I would 1like to contribute them to the Yomen's
College budget.

It was good to see you all and get a little
caught up on the latest news from China. I am
glad to hear that ¥. P, Mei is planning to come
to this country in the spring, though how the
University will get along without him is a mystery.
One only hopes that the Japanese drive will be
stopped before it has spread over the whole of
Vest China.

Very sincerely yours,

e
C

“\ah%xQJT%aAQMw :
MBS/ enc Margaret Bailey Speer
Principal

Mr. C, A. Evans

China Colleges Office
150 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York







THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL

BRYN MAWR, PENNSYLVANIA

December 12, 1944

Dear Boss,

I have had a request from the Committee in charge of the girls!
conference that is held every year at Nortafield for some sugges-
tions about a Chinese who could give a course there on comparative
religlons and who would speak from a Christian point of view. The
group is usually five or six hundred girls from the private schools
of New England and the middle Atlantic states. They are very re—
gponsive to the right person but would be rather critical of anyone
dull or stuffy. If Y. P, Mei gets here early enough in the spring
and is not tied up with other engagements, I think he would be Jjust
right. 1 do not dare suggest Timothy Lew for I am afrald his slinus
difficulties might strike the girls as a little bit ludicrous, un-
fortunately. I have never heard Y. C. Yang speak to this sort of
audience. Have you heard him, and do you think he would do? And
do you know about Chan Wing-tsit who, I believe, 1s Dean of Lingnan
and is now at Dartmouth, or has he gone somewhere else this wvinter?
I met him last spring at Cambridge and liked him very much, and I
know that he made an excellent impression when he spoke at Bryn
Mawr College on Chinese philosophy. Could you find out something
about him from Mr. Wannamaker if you do not know him yourself? I
am sure he could present the different religlons of the Orient, but
I would like to know what warmth and conviction there would be in
his Christian viewpoint and also vhether he could present the ma-
terial to teen age girls.

I am sorry to bother you, but this invitation from Northfield
presents a tremendous opportunity to tie right person. If you have
any other suggestions they will be most gretefully received.

Ever yours,

M

MBS/ehe

Mr. Earle H, Ballou
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York







December 14, 1944

Miss Margaret Speer
Shipley School :
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania

Dear Marnies

I think you are right about T.T. Those of us who are acquainted
with with his difficulties and idiosynorasies are inclined sometimes to forget
how he may impress people who have not previously known him. Furthermore, I
wonder a bit if girls of the age group which will be chiefly represented at
Northfield would fully appreciate the quality of what he would give them.

I really think your best bet is Y. C. Yang. Have you read his little
book--"China's Religious Heritage," I think it is? Not profound in a scholarly
sense, yet by no means shallow, and put in an astonishingly bright and catchy
way. Y.C. knows colloquial English right down where it grows and continually
surprises one by his ability to say things that some of us who are his friends
ought to have been smart enough to think of ourselves! He would teke with that
sort of orowd, I am sure, and would give them a lot to think about. His own
religion is of the sunny, enthusiastic kind.

Mr. Wannamaker vouches fcr the fine spirit and genuine religious
nature of Dr. Chan up at Dartmouth, but questions whether he would be as popular
a lecturer as Y. C. Yang, whom he at once mentioned for the appointment befor
I had done more than ask his opinion about Dr. Chan. Some friend of Mr. W maker
on the faculty of one of the midwesterm universities, Minnesota I think, wrote
him recently in enthusiastic comment on an address Dr. Chan had recently given
there. But Mr. Wennamaker would suggest another men as probably better fitted
for this particular kind of jobs Mr. S. C. Lee, now at the ftate College of
Illinois, where he is connected with what will eventually be a full scale inter-
cultural institute, embracing South American as well as Oriental fields. Mr. Lee.
is a Lingnan graduate (perhaps of Ameriocan origin howewer, though I did not think
to follow through on this), who was a Y secretary here in this country until his
health gave out. He then was connected with the Institute of Oriental Studies at
the University of Hawaii, where he recovered his health. Mr., ‘Lee is a very
lirable fellow and an earnest Christian., Mr. Wannamaker has no question as to
his popularity with any group to whom he lectures.

But I am sure you are taking no chances if you get Y. C. Yang "or

the job.

Cordially yours,

EHB;s;meo







December 15, 1944

Miss Margaeret Bailey Speer
The 8hipley School
Bryn Mewr, Pemnsylvania

.Dear Wiss Speers

Enclosed fimnd a receipt for $35.00 covering the
checks which you enclosed in your letter of Decexber 4th. A48
requested they have been credited towerd tha work of Yemching
Women's College.

I shere with you the feeling of mysiery of how
the University will cerry on for & yesr with Y. P. Mei in this
country. Appearently they seem to think they heve solved that
difficulty end I certainly will be glad to se2 him. We hope
that the things which are beginning to hepoen in Chine and Japan,
and the islands of the Pacific, will hasten the day whém domina-
tion by an outside power over China will cease.

With the Sezson's Creetings to you, I am

Most sincerely yours,

C‘E:E'. "CQ e EVA‘S







